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H E great end of the mighty 
: T &; « Gop, manifeſting. himſelf in 

_ u the fleſh," and laying down 
his life, was to: bring man to a ſtate of 
real dependance: upon, and; obedience 
unto himſelf; to this the whole Scrap» 
ture bears: teſtimony: ; For he came 
to deſtroy the works of the devil; 
which works we: find from the conduct 
of our firſt parents, to be independance; 
and diſobedience; / Ye ſhall. be as gods; 
knowing good and evil.” 

To reduce man to the happy ſtate he 
fell from, the holy Gon humbled him- 
felf, veiled his glorious Majeſty in a 
body of fleſh; became: the ſeed of the 

Az woman, 


iv The PREFACE. 


woman, and ſubmitted to die upon the 
croſs, to make by that offering of him- 
ſelf, „a full, perfect, and ſufficient ſa- 
* crifice” to his own juſtice; and to 
magnify, and make his own law, which 
had been violated and broken by man's. 
diſobedience, honourable ; by rendering 
an infinite perfect obedience to it in the 
human nature; by this gracious. conde- 
ſeenſion, he became, (conſiſtent both. 
with his juſtice and mercy) the au- 
thor of eternal ſalvation,” (from de- 
ſerved wrath, to everlaſting glory) * un- 
to all that believe in and obey him.“ 
Divine juſtice being amply ſatisfied, 
and the Law perfectly - fulfilled ;; Gon 
declares himſelf reconciled, and invites 
and encourages ſinners to return to their 
dependance upon, and obedience unto 
him; aſſuring them, that he will 
u receive them graciouſly, and love them 
freely.“ And to ſtrengthen the en- 
couragement he gives them from the 
promiſe to return to him, he proclaims 
what he hath done: I have blotted: 


— out your — as a cloud, 
| a * and 
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and your iniquities as a thick cloud.” 
What hinders men from returning 
to Gon; upon the gracious - promiſes 
and aſſurances given to them? Self-witl, 
and ſelf-dependance, which, ſince the 
fall, are become a part of their very con- 
ſtitution. Becauſe of this tranſgreſſion, 
„ the Law was added, to give the 
* knowledge of Sin,“ to work wrath in 
the Conſcience becauſe of Sin; and by 
thus making ſelf appear vile and weak 
in our own eyes, to lead us to, and 
keep us depending upon the Loxp 
CHRIST, as the mighty Gon our Sa- 
viour: and in conſequence, to make all 
that depend upon him a willing people 
in obeying of him. Obedience is the 
effect and fruit of dependance: As- 
*. the eyes of a Servant are upon the 
„hand of his | Maſter, Sc. ſo our eyes 
wait upon the Lox o our Gop, that 
| © he may have mercy upon us,“ in de- 
* lixering us from the malediction of the 
Law; that he may have mercy upon 
us, in inclining our hearts to keep his 
A 3 If 
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If upon the promulging the Coves 
nant of Grace, mankind had univerſal- 
ly accepted it, by returning to their des 
pendance upon Gop, the Law would 
not have been added to it; it would not 
have been proclaimed from mount Sinai, 
witk thunderings and lightenings, but 
it would have been,” according to the 
divine: promiſe; put into their minds, 
and: written upon their hearts u they 
would have been rene ed in the ſpirit 
* of their minds, after the Image of 
* Him that created them;“ and teſtifies 
by a cheerful obedience to the Law in 
their minds, that the LoxD was: their 
Gon, and that they were his people. 
For the law was not made for the 
=: righteous, but for the lawleſs and diſ- 
*2 obedient ;* to reduce them to their 
dependance upon Gop their Saviour, 
that every knee might bow to him, 
and every tongue might aſeribe all 
*- the. Glory. of Salvation to Iamanuel, 
Go in our nature.“ This is the pur- 
port of: the n Diſcourſe; As the ſecond 
is to ſhew the Inſufficiency of any Crea 
ture, 


| | - by this: we know that-we love Gop, 


The PREFACE vii 
ture, to afford what every man is in 
purſuit of, real happineſs, and the in- 
finite ſufficiency of the EORDV CuRIsT to 
make, and keep for evermore all that 
depend upon him, really and truly 
happy. E | 
The four laſt Diſcourſes, tend to ſhew 
the effect of the Goſpel upon the hearts 
and lives of thoſe: who indeed receive it 
in the power and love of it; as it makes 
them better men in every relative ſta- 
tion; as it ſubdues evil and corrupt 
affections, mortifies the whole body of 
Sin, and turns the real poſſeſſors of it 
into neu creatures; who! bring forth, 


ſome thirty, ſome ſixty, and ſome an 
hundred fold of good fruit, unto the 
; © praiſe of the glary of his Grace, who: 
b hath begotten them through his Ge- 
peb, unto a lively! hope of a bleſſed 
* * Immortality in the world to come.“ 


It muſt ever be remembered by true 


> Profeſſors of the Goſpel, that“ Gop 
4 hath called them, not upto unclean- 


* neſs; but unto holineſs; and that 


* and 
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* and have his love abiding 1 in us; when 
® by the Grace which is in Cyz1sT 
* 'JEsus, we are cleanſed from all filthi- 
* neſs both of fleſh and ſpirit ; and evi- 
„ dence it by walking in-newneſs/ of 
life, having in our converſation an 
*« eye to all his commandments to do 
* them. * 

A want of a regard to uns in pro- 
fellors brings a contempt upon the 
Goſpel, and cauſes the way of truth to 


be evil ſpoken of. 


Thoſe who pretend to have a more 
perfect knowledge of the Goſpel than 
others, have the eyes of all men upon 
them, who compare their qutward lives, 
with our Loxp's rule, and if they are 
not in conformity to it, becauſe they 
* bring not forth good fruit“ daily, they 
adjudge, according to our Loxp's deter- 
mination, that © the tree 1s corrupt alſo; 
» therefore by their fruits yu ſhall know 
„ 

The real Chriſtian i Is tern A in 
adding to his Faith, Virtue; to Virtue, 


— Sc. to have theſe Graces 
and 


7 
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and Virtues abounding more and more 
in him; knowing that he that wanteth 
theſe, let him boaſt ever ſo highly of 
his faith and hope, “ is blind, and can- 
„not fee afar off; for he has forgotten 
„that he was purged from his old ſins.“ 
From this knowledge of the truths of 
the Goſpel, he gives diligence to make 
his Calling and Election ſure ; becauſe 


he that makes theſe things his daily 
practice, ®ſhalk never fall, but ſhall find 


* an entrance miniftred unto him a- 


n bundantly into the everlaſting King- 


dom of our Lord and Saviour Jesvs 
» CuntsT.* 


It is our buſineſs, as Miniſters, to 


ſtir you up to the practice of every 
Chriſtian Virtue, that your * converſa- 


u tion in the world may be as it be- 


| | * cometh the Goſpel of Cyx1sT ;® that 


your Faith and Hope may be declared 


do be the Faith and Hope of the Goſpel, 


by your * always abounding in the work 


= of the Loxp ;* till ]esvs, the Captain 
of our ſalvation, according to his pro- 


miſe, ſhall come and take you unto 


him- 
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himſelf, that where he is there your may 
be alſo for evermore. 

May the Bleſſing of Gop accompany 
your reading the following, Diſcourſes ; 
and may his Grace be magnified by 
your le in Time, and in Eternity by 
your “* partaking of the Inheritance of 
* the Saints in Light,“ through the 
alone merits of the Lord CHRIST; to 
whom, - with the Father and the Holy 
Spirit, three Perſons in one Jehovah, be 
given equal Honour, Adoration and 
Praiſe, now and for evermore. Amen. 
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1 M O N I. 
The Uſe of the LAw. 


G aL. iii, 19. fortner part. 
I herefore . then ſerveth , the Law? 


4 WHSACURCE any thing has done 


K © more diſſervice to the - funda» 
G © mental Truths of the Chriſtian 
GD Religion, than not clearly un- 


derſtanding the uſe of the Law. 


The right knowledge of the law, muſt 
remove the prejudices that men, who have 
ſome Zeal for Gor, entertain againſt the 
glorious truth of a free Salvation, through 
an imputed Righteouſneſs, 

Though * by the Righteouſneſs of the 
law no man can be juſtified in the fight 
of Gon *,” yet undoubtedly it was given 
to anſwer the end and purpoſe of the Divine 


'Law-giver. This ſhall be the ſubject of our 


Preſent inquiry, 
B For 


Rom. iii, 20; Gal. ii. 16. Gal. il. 11. 


— . —uů —— 
— 
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1 The Uſe of the Law. Serm. l. 


For if the Law was not given that à man 
might be juſtified by the deeds of it, to 
what uſe or purpoſe does it ſerve? 


Firſt, The Law brings the knowledge 
® of ſin*.” | 
Secondly, * The Law worketh wrath © . 
Thirdly, The Law is ” our ſchoolmaſter 
# to lead us to CHRIST. 
Fourthly, The Law ſhews the path. that 


- a ſoul juſtified by faith muſt walk in, and 


thereby glorify Gop; is {till © a lamp for 
” our feet ©,” though not our title to Hea- 
ven. 


Theſe being the uſes and purpoſes of the 
Law, the Apoſtle's concluſion muſt be ſtrict- 
ly juſt; * that by the works of the Law no 
* fleſh could be juſtified in the ſight of Gop z* 
but on the contrary, that as many as are 


under (or depend upon) the works of the 


& Law for juſtification, are under the curle, '* 
are obnoxious to all that is implied in the 


word Curſe, and devoted to the divine juſ- 


tice ; for the end and deſign of the Law not 
being anſwered in them, who depend and 


put 


© Pal. cxix. 10g. Pſal. 
xix. 7— 11. Prov. vi. 23. 
f Gal. ul, 10. 


b Rom. iii. 20. 
© Rom. iv. 15. 
4 Gal. iii. 24. 
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put their truſt in it for acceptance, they are 
thereby pronounced accurſed; their very de- 
pendence upon the Law for that which it 
is not able to give them, 1s the cleareſt evi- 
dence that they are condemned, as yet; and 
therefore, have the wrath of Gop abiding 
upon them *,* though they perceive it not. 


Before I enlarge, as I intend, upon the 
1ſe of the Law, I would obſerve, that the 
Goſpel is the full revelation of that Cove- 
nant of Grace, which God in mercy was 
pleaſed to make known unto our firſt pa- 
rents, when he engaged that, the ſeed of 
the woman ſhould bruiſe the ſerpent's 
„ head ©.” | 

They were created under a Covenant of 
Works, diſobedience to which was attended 
with death; the moment they tranſgreſſed, 
they became obnoxious ; being involved in 
guilt, the condemning power of the Law 


was in full force againſt them * In the day 
thou eateſt thereof thou ſhalt ſurely die '.” 


Eat they did; dead in Law they were; 
the effect declared it; The voice of the 
Loxp Gop*," (when heard by them) in 

B 2 the 


t John iii. 36. | i Gen. ii. 17, 
* Gen, in. 15. Heb. ii. K Gen, iii. 8, 
14. 


ON 
— — 
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the garden, in the cool of the day, alarmed, 
and beyond all doubt filled their minds with 
a feartul expectation of judgment; though 
a righteous, yet a dreadful judgment; which 
conſcience, now awakened, proclaims to 
be the juſt reward of their demerit, who, 
by ſubmitting to the deluſisns of the Arch- 
enemy, had fallen ſhort of gforitying Go 
their maker. 

Flight was the effect of a ſenſe of guilt; 
they fied from the face of the Loxp, “a- 
" mong the thick trees of the garden; 
they could not“ abide the day of his com- 
ing „ nor ſtand when the mighty God ap- 
peared; confuſion covered their faces, ex- 
pectation of merited wrath, left no room to 


hope for mercy; their flight does more 


than intimate, the ſounding of the awful 
ſanction in their wounded conſcience, The 
® day thou eateſt thereof thou ſhalt ſurely 
* ag". 


Here ſtop, and takea view, ye that follow x 
the pleaſures of fin, of the woful conſe - 
% quences ; ſin, behold it is a ſerpent in the 


* way ze though, to the eye of ſenſe, it 


preſents to view many pleaſures, and pro- 
miſes enjoyments that are not to be equal- 


ed; 


1 Gen. iii 8. n Gen. ii. 17. 
n Mal. iii. 2. 9 Gen, xlix. 17. 


- . "+ 
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ed; yet ” her ways are the ways of death,“ 
for curſed of Gop are they that walk there- 
in; ſin, whilſt enjoying, may to ſenſe ap- 
pear ſweet as a delicious morſel rolled un- 


der the tongue, but in the bowels, * it is 


» gall and wormwood, bitter in reflection, 
horrible to look back upon; a companion 
that deſtroys our peace of mind, and imbit- 
ters every moment. 

Is this the worſt of it? far otherwiſe; it 
drives from Gop, the only. fountain of good; 
it is the ſpring of enmity againſt the Holy 
One; The carnal mind is enmity againſt 
* God; it is not ſubject to the Law of God, 
4. neither indeed cag it be; ſinner is not 
this thy experience? Adam's £222uct ſhews 
thee thine own; with him, when thou hear- 
eſt the voice of the Lord ſpeaking ia his 
word, by his Spirit, to thy conſcience, be- 
ing afraid becauſe of ſin to look upon 
God, thou flieſt from him; as the cauſe, 
ſo in each the effect is like. 

Into this ſtate does fin. bring man; with- 
out a Friend, without a Comforter ; his own 
bolom becomes an enemy; his own con- 
ſcience is a perpetual witneſs againſt him; 


in ſuch a ſtate, what are the thick trees of 


the garden? though, they may afford 
B 3 him 
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him a ſhelter from man, they are no ſecu- 
rity from boſom reflections, no ſhelter from 
divine juſtice ; no © hiding- place from that 
GoD, © who is about our path, and about 
our bed, and ſpieth out all our ways, who 
” Knoweth us altogether *,* where we are, 
and for what purpoſes ; who knoweth how, 
and at what time, to draw the ſinner out 


of his lurking- places, that his own word 


may be accompliſhed ; * be ſure your fin 
will find you out.“ 

See this truth exemplifled in the perſons 
of the fallen pair; and as in them, ſo, ſoon- 
er or later, to the everlaſting peace, or ever- 
laſting confuſion and deſtruction of every 
inner, will it be accompliſhed ; for the 
Lord doth not ſpeak in vain, when he de- 
clares, that his“ word ſhall not return unto 


him void, but it ſhall accompliſh the pur- 


* pole whereunto he hath ſent it,“ in be- 
ing a ſavour of life unto life, in them 
that are ſaved ; and a ſavour of death unto 
death, in them that periſh'.” 

But behold, and adore the infinite good- 
neſs and mercy of Gop to apoſtate and fu- 
gitive man; whilſt a ſenſe of guilt gives 
wings to his flight, divine love interpoſes: 

Adam, 


* Iſaiah lv. 1. 


4 Pſalm cxxxix. 3, 4+ 8 - 
t 2 Cor. ii. 16. 


Numb. xxXi1. 23. 
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„Adam, Where art thou" ?” Stopt by this 
call of mercy, he confeſſes his flight, and 
covertly his tranſgreſſion, as the occaſion; 


t © * I was afraid, becauſe I was naked, and I 
0 hid myſelf ©.” 
„ * Doth not Gop in mercy by this word 
„ ſpeak to every child of Adam, who endea- 
it vours to hide himſelf among the thick trees 
d © offenſe and pleaſure ? They frequently, very 
n © frequently, hear by their conſciences, by his 
word, from Gop, where art thou?” O ye 
1 that fly from God, as though you could 
1- © hide yourſelves from him who is every 
= = where preſent, © whoſe out-goings are as the 
„morning.“ Where are ye? How wretched, 
ie Þ how. miſerably deluded, to fly from mercy, 
do fly from a Gop of all love into deeper acts 
o of rebellion, into the arms of ruin! O ye 
. fallen race! Mercy calls aloud, and be- 


e- ſpeaks your attention; calls upon you to 

conſider before it is too late, before the pit, 

(o from whence there is no returning, cloſeth 
her mouth upon you. 


d. Is this call general? certainly it is! * O 
u- © ye ſimple ones, how long will you love 
es © fimplicity, and fools hate knowledge 2 

4 a Turn ye, turn ye”;" as it is a general, ſo 
n, B 4 is 


Gen. ii. 9. x Prov. i. 22. 
* Gen, it}, 10. 


V Ezek, xxxill, 1, 
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8 The Uſe of the Law. Serm. 1. 
is it alſo a particular call, Ho, every one *;" 
Let the wicked forſake his way, and the 
unrighteous man his thoughts, and let 
him turn unto the Lord, and he will have 
? mercy, upon him; and to our Gop, for 
„ he will andeatly pardon*,” 

And therefore the Loxp calls, that ye 
may © hear what the Lon p Gop hath to ſay 
concerning you“; by Adam he ſpeaks to 
each of his Children; © Haſt thou eaten of 
the tree whereof I commanded thee, that 
* thou ſhouldeſt not eat ?. 

How alarming are theſe words from the 
Holy One! Thou haſt-eatenz* mine eye 
ſaw thee” when thou didſt put forth thine 
hand ; when deſire had conceived, poſſibly 
this might be the language of Adam's heart, 
Can God perceive ?* yea verily, O man, 
When thou waſt under the tree ©* (gree- 
dily coveting, and as greedily devouring 
the forbidden fruit) I ſaw thee,” without 
fear of tranſgreſſing, and hardened in thine 
heart againſt the fear of the curſe, 

Thou haſt eaten] this is the charge; con- 
ſcience bears its teſtimony ; there wants no 
other witneſs; I did eat, and therefore have 

finned ; 


2 Iſaiah lv. 7. 
d Plalm Ixxxv. 8. 


d John i. 48. 


2 T{aiah Iv. 1. e Gen. iii. 11. 
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finned; the effect I feel; I fear thy juſtice, 

armed with almighty. power; J have tranſ- 
grefſed, and by tranſgreſſing have loſt thy 
favour ; for I have, by departing from thee 


my God, loſt thy image, and incurred thy 
diſpleaſure. 


Here, in Adam, behold thyſelf convinced 
by the Law as a tranſgreſſor; Gop hath 


| faid; The Toul that finneth ſhall ſurely 


die. Haſt thou not ſinned? yea, thou 
haſt done that which the Loxp hath poſi- 
# tively commanded thee, that thou ſhouldeſt 
not do it; thou haſt © taken the name of 
the Lord thy Gop in vain, thou haſk 


» polluted his ſabbath, broken his everlaſt- 


ing covenant . A ſenſe of this compelled 


Paul to cry out, O wretched man that I 


am wretched, in that I have eaten for- 


bidden fruit, and by eating, am brought 
under the condemning power of the Law, 
and by its ſentence am pronounced dead 


dead in treſpaſſes and ſinꝰ;“ for ® when 


the Law came, whatever opinion I had 


before of my own ſafery, from an ĩmagina- 


tion that T © was alive,” and that its power 
1 could not affect Mme, fin revived;“ ſin 


B. 5 that 
Ezek. xvili. 4. > Eph. ii. t. | 
* Iſaiah Xxiv. 5, i Rom, vii . 


8 Rom, vii, 24. 
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that T had committed, and which had been 


forgotten, now found me out, now chal- 
lenged me; thou didſt commit me at ſuch 


a time, in ſuch a place, in the ſecret cham- 


ber, in the private receſs, where thou thought- 
eſt no eye ſaw thee ; there thou didſt trans- 
greſs. Reader, is not this true? doſt thou 
not know it? is it not thine own caſe? thou 
haſt ſinned ; thou canſt not, thou dareſt not 
deny it: perhaps the world knows it not; 
thou art in reputation among men ; among 
thy neighbours and acquaintance thou ſtand- 
eſt fair, as an uptight, juſt, honeſt, kind, 
religious, yea not only as a merely righteous, 


— _ Bag #0 4 "FS 2 
8 /* PT es (hg * "= 


but as a good man; and therefore, becauſe 


thou art high in their eſteem, thou lookeſt 
upon thyſelf to be alive, as Paul did when 
v without the Law; but when the Law 
came, when it was revealed in his con- 
ſcience, in its utmoſt purity and ſpirituality, 
demanding an obedience of the heart and all 
its affections, as to thoughts and words, as 


well as outward works; and denouncing 


every one to be accurſed, that © continued 
not in all the things that were written in 
” the book of the Law, to do them; fin 
” revived, and he diced ©;* he found him- 
ſelf to be judicially dead; dead, as under 

the 


* Deut. xxvii. 26. Rom. vii. 9f 
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the ſentence, © dying, thou ſhalt die.“ 
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11 


So, if thou haſt not already, thou muſt, 


, thou wilt, if ever thou entereſt into life, 


even life eternal, know the coming of the 


| Law, in all the purity of its demands, and 


in all the terror of its threatnings, into thy 
# conſcience; ſhewing in the cleareſt view, 


that as thou haſt not come up to the righte- 
*X ouſneſs thereof in thy life, ſo thou art ob- 


# noxious to every curſe that it denounceth 
moſt juſtly againſt thoſe who fall ſhort in 


their obedience to it. For, for this 


T ” poſe, ſerveth the Law; it being added, 


pur- 


” becauſe of tranſgreſſion",”. to the Cove- 


2X nant of promiſe, or grace. 


The firſt Covenant, which was of Works, 
by diſobedience became void ; not only un- 
able to give life, after it was once broken, 
but involved all mankind, as well as the 
guilty pair, in ruin, To deliver man from 
X which, the Covenant of Grace, or favour, 
was revealed; firſt to Adam and Eve, after 

they were humbled before Gov, under a 


Y ſenſe of their breach of the Covenant of 
Works, in eating 


the forbidden fruit; and 
of the fatal effect conſequent thereupon, in 
the loſs of the divine image, and making 


themſelves, and their | poſterity through 


them, 


Gen. ii. 17. = Gal, iii. 19. 
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them, obnoxious to the divine juſtice ; * The 
ſeed of the woman. ſhall bruife the fer- 
5 pent's head" ;* ſhall deſtroy the power 
and dominion that the wicked One hath by 
ſin obtained over the children of men; the 
Kingdom of the devil this promiſed Seed 
ſhall deſtroy, out of the hearts of as many 
as ſhall believe in him, by ſetting up with- 
in them his own kingdom of grace. | 
Abel, Enoch, &c. have, in the divine re- 
cord, a good report, that they © wrought 
righteouſneſs; ſubdued kingdoms ; ob- 
1 tained promiſes; ſtopped the mouths of 
lions; quenched the violence of fire; e- 
* ſcaped the edge of the ſword; out of 
i weakneſs were made ſtrong ; waxed Va- 
 liant in fight; putting to flight the armies 
” of the Aliens; Sc. Sc. through faith in 
the promifed Seed. Bur this faith, in the 
general, was foon baniſhed froth. among 
men; for we find but one © Preacher of the 


Ros righteouſneſs” thereof; who, by faith, 


built the ark, and eſcaped the deſtruction 
that was brought by the deluge upon the 
then world of unbelievers, and became 
„Heir of the righteouſneſs which is by 
* am,” 

The new world, in a little time, departed 
| | from 
o Heb. xi. 33, &c. Y Heb. xi. 7. 


Gen. iii. 15, 
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from a believing dependence upon the Co- 


venant of Grace; and growing“ wiſe in 
* their own conceits,” truſted in the mul- 


titude of the devices they had ſought out, 

for their acceptance; offering their ſons 
s and daughters unto devils ;“ the effect 
* of worſhipping the works of their own 
1 „ hands. 


In this ſtate was man after the flood; un- 


3 believing, ſelf· depending; and the building 
of Babel is a convincing proof thereof; 
not to omit the call of HMrabam as another; 
for he was called alone *, whilſt he was ſery- 
ing his father's gods; © Get thee out of thy 
country, and from thy Kindred, and from 
thy father's houſe, unto a land that I will 
n ſhew thee.“ Abraham believed, and the 
effect was obedience ; he ” believed God, 
and renounced all falfe ways; he depend- 
ed without refetve upon Gob, to be led and 
guided by him, and therefore forſook bis 
father's houſe; he betieved not only that he 
ſnould be bleſſed; but that all. nations 
ſuould be bleſſed in him,” ſhould be bleſs» 
ed or made happy, as he was; namely, by 
8 faith in the Covenant of Grace, made thro” 


the 


r Pſalm cvi. 37. » Gen. xii. 1. 


* Rom. xi. 25. Gen. xi. 4. 
* Ifa, li. 8. | 2 If. h, 2. 
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the promiſed ſeed, which was to ſpring. out 
of his loins : © your father Abraham rejoiced 
® to ſee my day, and he ſaw it, and was 
u glad, or rejoiced in his own, and in 
the * happineſs. of all that ſhould be 
blefſed or made happy by faith with him ; 
for as? all that believe are juſtified from all 
things, from which they could not be 
„ juſtified: by the law of Meſes*;” ſo being 
juſtified as he was, namely, by. faith, are 
they alſo bleſſed with him; and therefore he 
is called the © father of the faithful.“ 

In the ſame faith did //ſaac and Jacob ſo- 
journ here, ſeeking an heavenly country; 
but upon the removal of their poſterity, un- 
to whom the promiſe was made, out of. 


Egypt, by the wonderful diſplay of divine 


power over Pharaoh and his people; the 
Tfraelites, though their eyes © had ſeen the 
great things Gop had done for them, fell 
u into unbelief; murmuring againſt the 
Lon, and his ſervant Moſes, at the wa- 


* ters of Marah*;* a clear evidence of an 


unbelieving but ſelf-depending mind; a 
ſtrong proof of the inward enmity and aver- 
Gon. of tlie heart againſt Goo: Would to 


Y John viii. 56. 
z Acts xii; 39; 
Rom. iv. 16, 17,19, |; 


d Deut. x. 21. 
xxili. 3. 
Numb; xxxv. 28. 


G0 
Joſhua | 


9.20. Pſal. cxvi. 14, 16. 
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„ Gop we had died by the fleſh-pots in 


Serm. I. 


Egypt“: as it was the language of their 
unbelief in JzHovan, ſo it was the effect 
| of ſelf· wiſdom; ſuppoſing, that they could 


provide better for themſelves, and knew 
what was more for their real intereſt, than 
the mighty GoD of Jacob; GoD had pro- 
| vided a place of reſt for them; and was now 
leading them to the poſſeſion of it; but 
| their hearts turned back again; 1 4 they 
thought contemptibly of that good land i, 
which, in the divine eſteem, © was the glory 
of all lands; in truth, it ſeems that what 
0005 had already done for them, in their 
own account, was not equivalent to their 
deſervings; and therefore they entertained 
thoughts of being their own providers, and 
chooſing a Captain that ſhould lead them 
back again into Zgypt.. | 
Becauſe of theſe tranſgreſſions in the J/- 
raelites, the deſcendants of faithful Abrabam, 
the Law was added ta the promiſe. which 
as made to Abrabam four hundred: years 


before. 


* The promiſe was made to him, and his 
* ſeeds 


| ©* Exod. xvi. 3, Numb, 


| 7 Pal. Ixxviii, 57. 
Ni. 4, 5. Pal. lxxviii. 18, 


b Pfal. cvi. 24. 
> Gal, iii. 19. 


Pſal. cxxxii, 2. 5. 
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* feed';" that Gop would put them into the 
poſſeſfon of the land in which he now ſo- 


journed. {After they had been evil intreat- 
ed tour hundred years; the evil' treat- 
ment they liad met with; an earneſt, be- 


yond doubt, of the divine faithfulneſs, that 


the promiſe ſhould be fulfilled in its ſea- 
* fon; and accordingly, at the appointed 
time, at the end of four hundred and thirty 
years, even * the felf-ſame day, the Lox D 


brought the children of Jae! out of 


* Egypt*.* A clear and undoubred evi- 
dence, both of the power and faithfulneſs of 
GoÞ, to accompliſh. their fettlement in the 


land of Canada n; and a ſtrong ſecurity, that 


that Gobp, viho had thus wrought for his 
* own Nam: fſake",” would remove every 
difficuley;. and by his own almighty arm, 
gain to himſelf a compleat victory“ for 
them over all their enemies; that he would 
relieve all their wants, and continue to pro- 
vide for them, though they paſſed to the 
fand of their poſſeſſion through a“ bar- 
u ren and dry land” .” | 


The 


1 Gal. iii. 16. 
* Acts vii. 6. Gen. xv. Dan. ix. 19. 

13, 16. o Pſal. xcviii. 1. 
1 Adds vii. 79. p Pfal. Ixiii. 1. 
® Exod, Xil. 51, | 


n Iſaiah xxxvil. 35. ih 


zn their deliverance from Egypt, 


geſtimonials of his important commiſſion 
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wer 
their 
13 paſſing through the Red: ſea, 
while their enemies were overwhelmed by 
the returning of the waters; were not only 
Hons of, but ſeals for their ſecurity, that 
Goo would, now! he had begun, alſo make 
an end, by fulfilling ” the promiſe that 
# he had made to their forefathers, in 
&iviog them! the land of the heathen for 
Their inheritance. 3 
For this purpoſe, Con put them under 
the conduct of Moſes, who produced the 


The wonderful diſplay of divine 


- 


Thereby evidencing.that he was inttuſted of 
Gov with . but they nei- 
Wer believed his word,“ or the miracles 
e wrought, to be ſufficient ſecurity to them 
Mat under his conduct they could be ſup- 


Ported in, or led ſafely through the wilder- 


meſs, unto'the © land of promiſe; Ve have 
brought us forth into this wilderneſs to kill 
this whole aſſembly . 


And becauſe of this their unbelief, Gon 


ave the Law, to ſhew them how totally 


un- 


« Pſal. Ixæxvüi. 23. 
vw Heb. xi. . 
* Exod. xvi. 3. 


2 8 Luke i. : 
* Fal. ev. 43 
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unworthy they were of his divine care and 


protection ; and that upon the revelation 


thereof they might be humbled under a ſenſe 


of their guilt, in diſcrediting his promiſes; 


for this ſeemis to be the expreſs reaſon given 


to Moſes for the promulging the Law; 
for the Logo faid unto Moſes, Lo, I come 
* unto thee in a thick cloud; that the peo- 


ple may hear when I ſpeak with thee, and 


may believe thee for ever. The effect 
thews this truth, that whatever opinion they 


might entertain before, when, upon the 
command of Gop, they came near to the 
mount and faw it burn with fire, and 
heard the voice of the Lord out of the 


3 midſt of the fire „ they became ſenſible MY 


of their tranſgreſſion, and dreaded the effects 


of that wrath, which now by the Law they 


were made ta know they deſerved ; for, 
their anſwer to Moſes proceeded from a ſenſe 
of guilt, attended with an apprehenſion, 


that ſentence ſhould be executed ſpeedily 2 
upon them; If we hear the voice of the 


# LorD our Gop any more, then we ſhall 
die zu therefore, go thou near, and 


* inal all that the Lord our Gop ſhall ſay, | 


and 


y Exod. xix.9. iv. 11. 
z Exod, xix. 17. d Deat. iv. 12. 
» Exad. xx. 18, Deut. | Deut. x 25. 
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given 
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and ſpeak thou ùnto us all that the Lox p 
# our Gop ſhall ſpeak unto thee, and we 


{ will hear it, and do it ©.” 
niſes; 


- 


The awful delivery of the Law from 


Mount Sinai, convinced them of the dread- 


Law; $ 


come 
peo- 


effect 
they 
1 the 
o the 
and 
f the 
"ſible 
fects 
they 
for, 
ſenſe 
Aion, 
edily 


Ff the 


ſhall 


and 


| ſay, | 


and 


| fin of unbelief, in not truſting God: it 


avinced them alſo, that they were moſt 


1 Þſtly expoſed to the divine wrath, which 


ey apprehended would fall upon them; 


This great fire will conſume us, now there- 
fore why ſhould we die 27“. 
The Apoſtle's anſwer to the queſtion in 
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me text is juſt; » The law was added, 


becauſe of tranſgreſſions :* for, from a 
nſe of the rigor of its demands, and the 


Feadful ſanction with which it was attend- 
; the ſoul that ſinneth ſhall ſurely die; 
e Ifraelites were at laſt brought to a be- 


ving dependence upon Gov, for the ful- 


ling his promiſe made to Abraham, Iſaac, 


d Jacob; for, as by faith * they paſſed 


$ through the Red-ſea*,” into the wilder- 


s; fo, after with their eyes thay had ſeen 
| the threatnings of the Law executed 
on the unbelievers, in their being“ over- 


| thrown in the wilderneſs *;* they were 


wrought 


N par- Ezek. xviii. 4. 
_ d LE 0 
. 5 2 xii. 19. | Heb. xi. 29. 


» 1 Cor. x. 5. 
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wrought upon to believe in, and to have 
their hearts ſtedfaſtly cleave unto the Lon p, 
ſimply depending upon his divine conduct; 
they by faith, under the leading of Joſbu, 
paſted over Jordan dry-ſhod, into Canaan, 
that temporal reſt, which Gop had'prepar- 
ed for them. 

Here we ſte one end of the giving of the 
Law; namely, that the purpoſe of Gos 
might be anſwered in the ſettling the tempo- 


ral 1/rael, a type of the ſpiritual, in the pro- 


miſed land. And here I would obſerve, that 


though Gop gave them a Law, yet by that 


Law they could not enter into reft;; for it 
was not Moſes, but Foſhun, under whoſe 
conduct they were put in poſſeion. 

* As F was with Moſes; fo will! be with 
# you ';” ſaith the Loxp; the Law, by the 
power of Gop, is applied to the conſcience), 
convincing of ſin, and working wrath 
therein, to the humbling the ſinner under 
the mighty hand of Gop, and compelling 
him to cry for mercy, that the true J 
may be glorified, as the Captain of Salvation 
unto his people; who by his own arn 


ſayeth them, and by :.is own conduc! 
leadeth Into the poſſeſſion of * that reſt that} 


Te- 
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remaineth for the people of Gop ,“ in 
the Cauaan that is above. 
When the Maelites were humbled under 
She Law, and were to be put under the lead- 
Ing of Joſbua; before Moſes was taken from 
hem; he acquaints them with what Gop 
Pad done for them, and what he was now 
bout farther to do, for the fulfilling his 
promiſe unto their fathers, in the bringing 
Shcſc their children into the good, land: He 


| Fan them, that it was not for their righ- 


Feoufneſs, that the Loxp thus wrought for 


hem; but for his on name's ſake; * not 


of works of righteouſneſs which they had 
done, that he ſaved them,” for they were 
& ſtubborn, and * a ſtiff-necked, people“; 
Put of his mercy, he not only delivered them 


Put of the hand of their enemies, but would 


Put them into the poſſeſſion of their enemies 
Fountry, he would give them“ the land of 
the heathen for their inheritance, and the 
? utmoſt parts of the earth for their Poſſeſ- 
lion”, 

As in the temporal, ſo in the ſpiritual 
Wael, for © the things that were written a- 
fore time, were written for us alſo",” and 
s to them the Law was a ſchool-maſter, 


' to 
* Heb. iv. 9, 27. | 
| ; Tit. ij, 5. ; | P Pſal. cv. 43. Pfal. ii. g. 
ö Deut. ix. 6. Ibid. xxxi, | 4 Rom. xv. 4+ 
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to bring them to an entire dependence 
upon Go, for their ſettlement * in peace. 
able habitations, and in ſure dwelling. 
*% places: ſoitis a ” ſchool-maſter to bring 
u us to CHRIsT'. And as in them it worked 
wrath for the purpoſe already mentioned; ſo 
in thoſe that ſhall be ſaved, © through the re. 
« demption that is in CHRIS Jesvs",® it 
firſt convinceth of ſin, actual and original. 
In the hand of the Spirit the Law has this 
effect; for all that truly return to Go by it, 
are taught that all their righteouſneſſes are 
* as filthy rags”. It is David's experience, as 
well as PauPs preaching ; * The Law of the 
% Lord is an undefiled Law, converting 
the ſoul; by it is thy ſervant taught; 
and the believer's experience is, Before l 
* was troubled I went wrong”.” In this 
ſenſe, it may moſt juſtly be ſaid of the Law, 
Thou art it that troubleth Jaelꝰ; for un- 
leſs the heart was thus troubled, none would 
return, © none would ſeek after Gop . 
Men are now as naturally averſe to a de- 
pendence upon Gop, as ever the Iſraelites 
of old were; but the entrance of the Lav 


ſhows N. 
 Ifaiah xxxii. 18. 1 Pfal. xix. 7, 11. 2 
t Gal. iii. 24. y Pal. cxix. 67, 71. 
» Rom. iii. 24. * 1 Kings xviii. 17. a 


Iſa. iv. 9. © Pfal. xiv. 2. 
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hows how * fin abounds ':> my miſdeeds 
s prevail againſt me ; my fins are more in 
number than the hairs of my head, and 
my heart fails*;” becomes our language, 
hen once by the Law the veil is removed, 


Ind there is brought to the conſcience the 
Knowledge of ſin. Hear the Law when it 


»*mands, © Thou ſhalt love the Loxp thy 


# Gov with all-thy heart, with all thy mind, 
# with all thy ſoul, and with all thy ſtrength; 


to him only ſhalt thou cleave, and him 
only ſhalt thou ſerve *;* by remembring 


£11 © his commandments to do them ©; This 


do, and thou ſhalt live: But fail A your 


Peril; for © the ſoul that ſinneth ſhall ſure- 


8 ly die-; * and © curſed is every one that 
continueth not always in all the things 


chat are written in the Book of the Law, to 


do them!.“ 
Thou haſt heard the Law delivering i its 


ö emands under the dreadful penalty of death, 


dying thou ſhalt die'z” haſt thou not 


1 anſgreſſed? broken the Law? . conſcience 
ccuſes; the Law condemns; and divine 
uſtice demands latisfaCtion. | 


. ”- bs 20. 110 Luke x. 28, 

ſal. Ixv. 3. 5 Ez, xvill. 4. 
© Pial. xl. 12. TREE h Gal. iii. — Deut. 
4 Deut. x. 12, 20. | xxvii. 26. 


* Numb, xv. 30. 1 Gen. Il, 15. 
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dert 
Paul ſays, I had not known fin but by de 
* the Law" ;* and indeed, how could 0 50 


know it any other way? ſince it was given, 


cc 
that by it we might come to the know. i 
edge of fin. Men therefore do not uk Min 


© the Law /awfully',” when they expect thy Pour 
from it which the divine Lawgiver never i. 1 . 
tended. To uſe it lawfully, is to expel: 1 7 
the anſwering of the end and purpoſe fr & q; 
which it was given; to look to it, not fr his 
the juſtifying our perſons, but for the + 
wakening our conſciences. | 
The reading of the Law ſhould be with 
an attention to the divine will in giving i 
and with an application of it to our ow! 
hearts, that the divine will may be anſwer 
ed in us, by our coming through the know 
ledge of it to the knowledge of ſin i 
us, and ſin committed by us, eſpecially th 
fin of unbelief, which is the ro t from whenc 
every other ſin, proceeds; for there is 1 
more actual fin in the EF than there i 
unbelief ; and on the contrary, there is u 
more real holineſs in the world, than ther 
5s faith, Fbr as unbelief is the root of 
Nn, ſo faith is the root of all holineſs; ol 
* faith, not the law, purifies the heart fro . * 
des 3 Tot 
k Rom. EY 7. Rom. iii. 20. M | Joh 
II Tim. i. 8. „ Acts xv. 9. Fot 
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dead works, to ſerve the living and true 

God *;" for this ĩs the victory that over- 
# comeck the world, even our faith" Who 
is he that overcometh the world #25 not 
vim that looketh to the Law for victory, 
Sur he * that belicverh that Jeves is the 
S Cris.” 20117 
The Law ſays, Remember wes Sabbarh- 
day to ſanctify it: thou remembereſt 
is commandment, and that thou haſt 
Sroken it, and therefore ” art convinced as 


tranſgreſſor ;;“ but does this give thee ei 


her power or will? On the contrary; art 
tou not thereby made acquainted with the 
Inmity that there is in thy mind agairiſt an 
Pbedience to the Law, and ſo becomeſt con- 
Iced both of actual fin in diſobeying, and 
Piginal fin in the oppoſition that thou now 
Rſcovereſt to dwell in thine heart againſt 

he commandment of Goos. 
The ſame truth is diſcovered by an at- 
Wntion to any other command; for to all 
We muſt plead guilty; nay, we do, when 
the language of our church; we addreſs 
e holy Goo, Lord have mefey upon 
| S $ 0303 1 rin: us; 


| © Heb. ix. 14. | 1 Exod. xx. 8. Exod. 
|? John v. 4. xxxi. 84. Lev, xxiii. 
John v. 5. 3. Exek. xx, 20. 


2 Fourth commandment F James ii. 9. 
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26 The Uſe of the Law. Serm. 1. Se 
1 us, and incline our hearts to keep this FF « 
1 law ;” a clear acknowledgment not only FF | 
that we have broken the commandment, £ 
and therefore are convinced of actual fin, . 
but that our affections are intirely oppoſite but 
to an obedience to them, and therefore.own Mo t 


that we are convinced of original fin, as we Well 
confeſs the intire depravity and a For 
of our hearts. 4 

But, ſecondly, * The law enters what fin Lau 


may abound ; it not only gives the know- 
ledge, but ſhows the exceeding ſinfulneſ 
of ſin, in its prevalency over us, to draw us 
from a walking with Gop ; in its gaining a 
commanding power over our affections} 
and deſires, ſo that ſuppoſe good to be 
preſent with us, we have neither know 
ledge, or power to do any thing that good is; 
for ſin hath, not only ſo far blinded us, that 
we cannot of ourſelves know good]; but it 
hath bewitched us naturally into its ſervice; 
„As ſoon as we are born, we go aſtray, and 
„ ſpeak lies ; calling evil good, and good 
evil?“ Ever fince the fall, there is in 
A bene every man a complacency io 
to do that which is evil; They are all gone 
out of the way, they are altogether be- 
come 


1 Rom. V. 20. * Iſaiah v. 20. 1 2 
* Pal. Iii. 3. 7 
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come abominable, there is none that doth _/ 
good, no not one*';" becauſe “ the ima- 
& ginations of the heart of every man is on- 
ly evil, and that continually ” ;” for let 
put a ſinful pleaſure or profit be preſented 
to the view, and there inſtantly ariſes firſt a 
Heſire, and then a running after the poſſeſ- 
Fon, becauſe ” they are ſwift to do evil.“ 

A little reflection will make this clear; the 
Law ſays, Thou ſhalt not covet * ;* does 
„It reſtrain by its prohibition the deſires of 
Iny heart? or, on the contrary, does it not 
us _Wiſcover ſtronger longings, and more en- 
.z FTrgcd deſires after the fulfilling © the luſt of 
a the eye, the luſt of the fleſh, and the 
he pride of life ? the conſequence of which, 
y. a man that is under the Law, as a Cove- 
is; Want of Works, is to complain inwardly, 


hat not outwardly, that the Law is a burden 
en o heavy to bear; its demands are ſuch, 
re; hat he cannot fulfil them, becauſe of that 


dwerful” law of fin which is in his mem. 
bers 
Enough hath been ſaid to ſhew that the 
aw was not given to juſtify, becauſe it is 
| yy 5. ſo 
3 Plalm xiv, 3. Rom. Rom. Mi. . 

m. 12. * x john ii. 16. 


Len. viii. 21. Gen, | » Rom. vil. 23. 
. 5. Mat. xv. 19. 
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fo far from enabling us to fulfil it, that it 
only ſhews the evil of our nature, and our 
readineſs to gratif every ſenſe, and to com- 
ply with every finful motion, and therefore 
ſtrongly inforeing this truth, that“ being 
* ſervants to Fa we are free from righte- 


 ouſneſs ;“ and ſo paſſes by, like the Prieſt 1 


and Lan affording no help, extending 
no bowels of pity or compaſſion to us. 

Now, this Knowledge we get by the 
Law, and when, according to the intention 
of the Lawgiver, it hath performed this 
office ; it proceeds, 

In the ſecond place, to“ work wrath*; 


for this alſo is one of the offices to which it! 
is appointed ; The law worketh wrath *,"" 


and that in the conſcience ; O wretched 


man that I am", becauſe thy hand lies 


* heavy upon me day and night“; and 
" * tote of death come about me, the 
pains of helf take hold of me- Fer. 
1 „kalne and trembling are come upon me 
* and an horrible dread overwhelms me, 
' ® for I have finned againſt the Lox o; * 
* the wages of ſin is death for it is writ| 


is tea, | 4 
© Rom. vi. 20. | Þ Pfalm exvi. 3. 
4 Rom, iv. 15. Palm lv. 4, 5. 
e Rom. iv. 15. F * 2 Sam. xil. 13, 
f Rom. vil. 24. | 1 Rom. vi. 23. 
s Pſalm xxxii. 4 | | 
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serm. 1. The Uſe of the Law. ay 
ten, the ſoul that ſinneth ſhall ſurely die“, 
hall die the accurſed death: Go, ye curſed, 
into everlaſting fire.“ Thus © the Law 
© „ workerh: wrath; for the wrath of God is 
8 revealed from heaven by the Law againſt 
; all unrighteouſneſs and ungodlineſs of 
men .“ 
5 # When the Law hath executed theſe offices 
$a the heart, the ſinner is then drove from 
he Law, as that from which it is in vain to 
"Meck: relief, it not being the office of the 
aw to juſtify, but to convince of ſin, and 
to pronounce the ſinner condemned; and 
Kherefore it ſhuts him up under the guilt of 
in to wrath, that that may take place, un- 
Wels be ſeeks peace, not from Works, but 


. race, and Mercy ; © Gop be merciful to 
* me a ſinner becomes then not a for· 
10 nal but an heart- prayer; 

Ar- 5 : x Mercy, good. Lok, mercy I aſk ;. ; 


This is the total ſum: 
* $6 For mercy, Lord, is all my ſuit ; 
O let thy mercy come?” 


However" unwilling the finner may be to 
phat Wane ot Eee ant come 


: Back. will. = 13. * withEphes.y.6. 
Mat. xv. 41. Luke P Luke xviii. 13. 

xIli. 27, 42 Lamentation: of a ſin- 
Rom, i. 18. compared | ner, ſtanza laſt. 
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come to CHRIST for mercy, when the Lay 
once convinces him of fin, and works wrath 
in his conſcience, it will execute the third 
office, by allowing him no reſt, till he flies 
to the Lord CaxisT, as the only“ hiding- 
place from the tempeſt, and a ſure covert 
from the ſtorm '® of divine wrath, which 
threatens to break upon him every moment, 
For the gracious purpoſe of Gop in giving 
the Law, being, as to bring the Maelites to 
a believing dependence upon him for their 
eſtabliſhment in the promiſed land, ſo it 
was given alſo to bring the ſoul that hun- 
gers after eternal life, toa believing depend- 
ence upon the meritorious death and divine 
righteouſneſs of the Lox D CHRIST, for its 
acceptance into the divine favour in. time, 
and into glory for ever. Cur1sT is the way, 
and the only way to the Father; and as; 
„ no man can come unto the Father but by 
him zu the Law, as the forerunner, breaks 
8 ſtubborn heart, and does compel it to 
come unto ChRIST, that it may have lite 
everlaſting. 
Salvation is not of him that willeth, | 
” nor of him that runneth, but of Gop that 
„ ſheweth mercy „ * revealing his Son 
Je" 


r Iſaiah xxxii. 2. t © Rom. i ix. 16, 
John xiv. 6. 
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Jrsos Cuxisr, as the only * propitiation 


for our ſins", and in whom alone we 
have redemption, the forgivenefs of ſins, 
through faith in his blood“. 

In men there is a natural averſion to 
dependence upon the righteouſneſs of 


Funisr; and a ſtrong propenſity to the 


abliſhing © their own righteouſneſs *;" 


Fom the latter will they never be drove to 
ſubmit to the former, till the law enters and 


ecutes all its offices; then they will ſee 


i # neceſſity of ſubmitting to that righte- 
# ouſneſs”',” which Gop in mercy has pro- 
Fided ; and upon a review, will “ account 


all things but loſs, for the excellency of 


the knowledge of CRRIS 7 JEsvs the 
E Loap*;” even thoſe things which once 
ey counted gain, that they may win 


CHRIST, and be found in him; not having 


S their own righteouſneſs, which is of the 
Law, but that which is through the faith 
Jof Cunisr, the righteouſneſs which is of 


Gop by faith*,” Thus the Law will be 


E magnified and made honourable *;® and 


t e Redeemer will be exalted, as the Al- 


C 4 mighty 


l * 1 John ii. 2. | Rom x 3. 
8” Ephes. i.7, Colos. | = Philip. iti. 8. 


i. 14. » Phil. in. 7, 9. 


Rom. x. 3. o Ifaiah xlii. 21. 
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mighty Saviour, # able to ſave unto the ut. 


„ termoſt all that come unto GOD by! | 


1 him. is But, 
Fourthly, To conclude with the laſt uſc 
of the Law. — The Law ſhews the path 


that a foul juſtified by faith muſt: walk in, 


and thereby glorify God; is ſtill “ a lamy 
to our feet, though not our title to hes. 
ven. 

The Law is holy, juſt, and good; 
and to thoſe who are brought to the 


non ledge of ſalvation, by faith which is 


* in CHEST. Jesus, the commandments 
# thereof are pot grie vous I conſent. unto 
#. the Law that it is good; 1 delight in the 
Law of Gop after the inward man 
For though. Caxlsr came to remove the 
gurſe of he Law from us, being © made acurk 
* for us; yet be it ever remembered, he did 
not * come to dgftroy the law, or exempt 
us from an obedience to it, but to fulfi/ the 
Law in his own perſon for us, and by his 
W in us, enabling us * to run without 

* being 


© Heb.' vii. 25. com- } Rom vil. 12. 


pared with John ii. © 2 Tim. i. 13. Tin ; 


35. John v. xx. 22. in. 15. 
John xiii. 3. John Rom. vii. 16. 
xvii. 2. Matt. xi. 27. 6 Rom. vii. 22, 


Matt xxviu. 18, Heb. d Gal. iii. 13. 
ii. J. 1 Matt. v. 17. 
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* being weary, to walk without being faint *, 
J in the way of Gob's commandments, 
that the Goſpel of GoD our Saviour 
might be adorried * by the holy conver- 
ſation of its profeſſors. 


Chriſtians, © are Gop's workmanſhip, . 


gp” ſaved by Grace, that they ſhould walk 
in thoſe good works, which Gop hath pre- 
„ pared for chem';* walk in them, not as 
S thoſe who expect to be ſaved “ by works 
> of righteouſneſs which they have done; 


but as an evidence of their adoption, to hive 


Fan eye as children to all the commands of 
their heavenly Father. 


„Be ye, therefore, followers of God, as 


dear children, and manifeſt by your 
conduct, that * the grace of Gop, which 
F bringeth ſalvation unto all men, hath: 
taught you to deny ungodlineſs and world- 
ly luſts; hath taught you to lead ſober, 
righteous, and godly lives, according to the 


” commandment of Gos our Saviour; who - 


gave himſelf in our ſtead, that he might 
redeem us from all iniquity, and purify un- 


do himſelf a purchaſed people, zealous of - 


0.8; good 


* Iſaiah xl. 31. Tit. iii. 6. 
Ephes. ii. 10. 


» Ephes. v. 1. 
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„good works,“ and careful to maintain 
them. 


May the Gop of all grace give each of 
you this evidence, that CHRIST dwelleth 
in your hearts by faith“, as the author 
and finiſher of your ſalvation ',” becauſe 
he hath made you diligent, in adding to 
your faith, virtue; to virtue, knowledge; 
to knowledge, temperance; to temperance, 
® patience ; to patience, godlineſs ; to godli- 
* neſs, brotherly love; to brotherly love, 


charity. 
* May theſe things be in you, and abound 


more and more * unto the day of CayrisT', 
that when he ſhall appear *, ye alſo being 
found in him, may appear with him in 
u perfect glory. Amen. 


* Tit, 4. 11, 12, 13, | * 2 Pet.i. 8. 
, | Philip. i. 6. 
* Þ Ephes. iii. 17. | * 1 John iv. 2. 
4 Heb. Xii. 2. V Philip. iii. 9. 
2 Pet. i. 5, 6, 7, Ke. 
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The inſufficiency of the Creature, c. 


and the all- ſufficiency of CRIST. 


| eee 


| Mark x. 28. 
Lo! we have left all, and followed thee. 


SE great deſign of the Goſpel, 


| h T is to bring. man for happineſs to 


an entire dependence upon Gop, 
S s the only ſource and fountain 
of real happineſs. 
Man, as he was originally deſigned for w a 
perfect ſtate of bliſs, ſo even in his fallen 
Mate he is employed in a purſuit after it; 


0 attain which deſirable end, he is —_— 


3 not only * many, but new devices; 

or every ſcheme that he hitherto hath invent 

W found defective, he engages in neu 

bours, in hopes of attaining. ſolid and 8 

anent felicity. 

His purſuit for this purpoſe, as obſerva- 
tion 


Eccles. vii, 29. 
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36 
tion teathes us, is generally employed about 
the things of time. 

Zut how/ unable theſe are to anſwer the 
end propoſed, ſhall be my preſent endeavour 
to me in order to convince you of the 


* ing all for CHRIST,“ whoſe “ riches are 
*-unfearchable *,” and who is as able as will- 
ing to make all happy, really ſo, that come 
unto him. 

In all the various ourſoley of men, if they 
were to be aſked this queſtion, What do 
you aim atꝰ Happineſs, would be the anſwer ; 
for this purpoſe, they look co the broken 
„ ciſterns if of creature comforts, of earthly 
enjoyments. This is che teaſon aſſigned 
for all thoſe vain and fooliſh employ ments 
of time; happineſs they want; they are ſure 
it is to be had; and, in their different ways, 
are eager after the poſſeſſion of it. 


Somme ſuppoſe it to conſiſt in this, others 


in ſomething elſe, and each becomes earneſt 
and reiolute in following their own ſcheme, 
til all their labeur ends in vanity: and 
u. vectiori oi ſpirit” ; am they become con- 


vieced that N is not to be had in 
f this 


» Ephes, il. 8. Ephes. | Jer. il. 13. 
E 7. ' 4. Recles. iv. 16. 


* VE 
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realonableneſh, as well as neceſſity, of * leav- | 


| | ous time, in a fruitleſs purſuit after happi- 
FX nels, from the fading, nauſeating pleaſures 
9 of an evil world, go ye, and do like wiſe . 


erm.. abe Creatures, &. 37 
| this thing, or that place, in this en, 
Sor that amuſement. 


Aſk the gay, why they ſpend Seb 


time in pleaſure ? Why they attend che dif- 
| ferent places of public diverſion? , They 
| ah happineſs in views and there they ex- 


pect the enjoy ment. But is it ſo? is the 
gend anſwered ? have they found this-peark, 
this jewel of great price, which the whole 


world is ſeeking after? Far otherwiſe ; the 


© continuance of the ſearch, the freſh purſuit 


after ſomething new, evidences that their 


expectations are blaſted, that the fruit of 


their labours are as the apples of * — 


the grapes of Gomarrah. 

It happineſs is really your daſie, if to 
you it is ” the one thing needful;* turn afide - 
out of the falſe way of worldly' pleaſure, 
and attend to Peter, who direfts you to a 
more excellent way; a way that never dif 
appoints, but leads to everlaſting happineſs, 
to Cnnisr © the only begotten of the Fa- 
ther, who is full of grace and full of 
truth. Lol we have left all and followed 
” thee.” Co, ye diſſipators of your preci- 


"Give 
John i. 14. Luke x. 37. 
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38 The infufficiency- of GSerm.2, 
GSive up your broken ciſterns * for this 3 
* well, this fountain of ſalvation *,” Expe- 
rience hath taught you, that your paſt pur. 
ſuits were inſufficient for the end propoſed, 
and your expectations from new pleaſures, 
new devices, will be as diſappointing as the 
former ; leaving the mind unſatisfied.— 1. 
that the worſt ? far otherwiſe ; for the diſ- 
appointment is attended with a thouſand 
different uneaſy reflections, not to mention 
the diſtreſs which ariſes from pain and weari- 
neſs of body. 

Upon an appeal to your own experience; 
is not this true? and if fo, ſufficient ſurely 
to engage you to leave this vain purſuit, as 
that in which there can be no real pleaſure, 
becauſe it affords no. real-happineſs. 

What has been obſerved with regard to 
the © lovers of pleaſure ,” upon a review; 
will be found equally true, in every other 
purſuit after happineſs from the honours or 
riches of the world. 

Did either the ſeeking after, or. the poſ· 
ſeſſion of theſe ever make any man happy? 
truly ſo ? At a diſtance they may afford a | 


a | H n 1 
s er. ii. 13. 8, 39. fer. ii. 1 + | ö 
> Iſaiah xii. 4. com- tov. xviii, 4. Iſaiah. | 


pared with John iv. xliv. 3. 
10, 14. John v.37, | * 2. Tim. in. 4 
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pleaſing expectation of happinefs, but the 

oſſeſſion of them is as the graſping a ſha- 
How ; for the happineſs is prevented, not 


only by the care that attends the getting, 
put the keeping them, and the continual 
Epprebenſion of either loſing, or being ta- 
Ken from them. The conſequence is clear, 
hat ſuppoſe the delufion ſhould not be dif- 


Tovered before, yet when Death comes it 
ill draw away the veil, it will wipe off the 
Farnifh, and open to view the moſt dread- 
ful diſappointment ; the bloſſoms of bappi- 


| | eſs decaying, and the fruit becoming *® as 


the untimely fruit of a woman ©,” which 
rings on a miſery that is not to be expreſſed, 
> burden of forrow that is not to be born, 
From the profpect of ſoon entring into an un- 
Known world, and of appearing naked be- 
Fore an infinite juſt Gop. 
O, ye that truſt to Fame, or Riches, or 
Pleafure for happinefs, where are your eom- 
Jorters now? are they not, however you ſo- 
Jaced yourſelves in them in the time of 
ealth and youth, miſerable comforters '?* 
Recount your paſt pleaſures, revolve them 


in your mind, attended with every means 
by which they were attained ; what ſatis- 


faction 
* Pſalm lviii. 8. Job iii, } 1 Job xvii 2. 
16, Eccles, vi. 3. "4 
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faction atiſes from this, reflection? Are ye 
happy? Does peace paſſeſs your fouls ? 
Hou is it tg ruf From within, ye gan- 
not. but ſay, Me haue Jaboureg for yer 


* vanity”, an a fearful apprehenſion be 


ſpeaks:gur lying down in ſorrow *," 

Is this the end of worldly purſuits ? ls 
this the, gain of all your; labours 2, Are they, 
inſtead. of being crowned, with the, deſired 
ſucceſs, productixe only. of anguiſh and dil- 
may? dteadful deluſion ! And yet, dread 
ful as it is, few conſider it, and fewer fl 
from it; being forgetful that they 4 
* ale in their tight hand... 

When Peter therefore anſwered ou Los D; 
„ Lo, we have left all, and followed thee, 
it implies a conviction of the weak neſs, and 
unprofitableneſs of the things of time to 
make the Soul happy; and in conſequence, 
à looking; upon them as filth ang, drofs, 
things not only unworthy our regards but 
to be deſpiſed. 

6 10 this expreſſion. ben; is aid, PF 


"Bib A. deſire of happineſs. 


Scene, logking's bo the Wada wel FP. 
Law far it. ain e wad a : 


Tir 4 


xlix. 4. 


„Eccles vi. 16. Iaiah | * Iſaiah Lag, 
hebe, 
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Thirdly, A diſappointment ! of the end 


From either the World or the Law; . in 
conſequence, 


Fourthly, A looking from theſe any; 


Jas all-ſufficient to make us happy; becauſe 
Ihe is that which we ſtand in need of, and 


hich we can have no where but in him. 


Firſt, That in this expreſſion, *'Lo, we 


n have left all, and followed thee, is im- 
plied a deſire after ſolid happineſs, is evi- 
Tent from the caſe which gave occalion-to- 
their being ſpoke : 


A certain young man came running, and, 
Wk neeling to our Loxp, aſked him, Good 


& Maſter, what ſhall I do that 1 I inherit 


eternal life" 2 © 

| His great deſign in view was happineſs. 
Elis ſituation in life is an undeniable proof, 
chat the abundance of temporal good Wings 
cannot procure happineſs; firſt, from his 
_ after an aſſurance of eternal life, 
Ws the only foundation of happineſs, Great 
k were his poſſeſſions z, but, in the midſt ot 


; Itheſe, his heart was ſorrowful/;z* he wanted 
one thing, and without that no ' ſolid peace, 


vo true comfort; he was convinced there 
was another world, and that one day he 


muſt 


= 1 
Luke xviii. 18. 4. Prov, xiv. 13. 
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for n. this reflection, as a fy i in the 
pot of ointment *,” imbittered all his earth- 
ly enjoyments ; though his © cup was full, 
and overflowed *,” yet it was without a 
true reliſh, becauſe of his uncertainty what 
ſhould be his portion when he ſhould “ fol- 
low the generation of his fathers .* 

# Go to now, ye rich men,” and ſeek 
after-'real happineſs ; inquire as thoſe that 
are in earneſt to be happy, what ye * muſt 
*# do to inherit eternal life ;* this inheri- 
tance will be to you an everlaſting bap- 


pineſs, when the * mammon of unrighteoul- * 


* neſs * fails, 


But ſecondly, It appears, that temporal 
good things cannot afford happineſs, from 
our Lord's anſwer to the young man; 
* Sell all that you have, and give to the 


poor, and thou ſhalt have treaſure in hea- - 
„ven; and __ take up the croſs, and 
So far, in our Lorvy's e- 
ſteem, were they from promoting, that they | 


„ follow me. 

en- 
* Heb. xiii. 14. Luke xvi. g. 
Eccles. x. 1. 


-'t Pſalm xxiii. 5. xix. 21. 
* Pſalm xlix 19. 33 


Luke zi. 


Serm. 2. 


muſt ſtrike his tent that was pitched among 
men; that here was no ” continuing city * 


x Mark x. 21. Matt. 


ek 


lat 
uſt 
ri- 


p. 


H. 


O ye lovers of the world, and of the poſ- 


Perm. 2. the Creatures, &c. 43 
&ndangered the happineſs of the poſſeſſors; 


End therefore directed him to part with 
Inem, as an incumbrance that would hinder 
Him in his purſuit. And do they not ? The 
que proved it; He went away ſorrowful, 
for he had great poſſeſſions” ;; he went 
way from the fountain of happineſs, but 
Pot without an heavy and perplexed mind, 
o the broken ciſtern of creature- comforts. 
N confirmation of this truth, that a man's 
Pappineſs does not, any more than his life, 
# conſiſt in the abundance of the things 
which he poſleſſeth *.* | 
HFath infinite wiſdom given it us under 
Pis own hand upon record, that ” a man's 
life conſiſteth not in the abundance of the 
things he poſſeſſeth 2 ? ; 
eſſions thereof! Stand amazed at your folly 
Ind perverſeneſs ! What does your conduct 
Peſpeak; but your pride, in aſſuming to 

ourlelves more wiſdom than the Ancient 
of days zu and that you account your- 
Ives better judges of what is for your real 
Intereſt than Go b; who, as he made, ſo 


Kontinues to - uphold all things by the word 


o 


Matt. xix. 22. Mark 2 Luke xii, 1 10 
x. 22. 


* Daniel vii. 9, 13, 22. 
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* of his power ? What is the end thereof) 
What has been your gain? The world? 


No! only, at beſt, but a poor pittance of 7 


It, has been the Fruit of alk your pains, of 
al} your care; and of all thoſe” years that 
have been conſumed in an anxiety after what 
Periſbes, not only in the Lux, but in the 
procuring alſo, 

Reflect a moment! What profit do they 
afford you, ſave the Beholding them with 
thine eye ? What diſtreſs and anguiſh at- 


tend them? for theſe are the inſeparable 
companions of the worldly man. Theives 


may break through and teal © 3" thy Banker 


may fail; thy Securities may be hazardous 
thy Lands may be ĩimpoveriſhed; thy Te- 
nants may defraud thee; or, by an unfruit. 
ful ſeaſon, may become onable to pay thy 
tent. Theſe, as they are ſome of the 
Soughts that poſſeſs the mind of a mand 
the world, fo they depriye him: of ibe 
happineſs he expected ftom the ereature 


for though, fuch an one may ſay: to his ſon), | 


Soul, thou haſt much goods leid up for 


* 


„n Oy r= © — 


he. 
Dor 


many. years, take thin: eaſe; cat, * ho his 
bow 941 d d his ede © 01 nine 
%x Heb. i. 3. compared | Eccles. v. 11. 84 
with John i 3, 4 Col. || 4 Matt, vi. 19. Lüke 
1 07% 1 Cor, vüi. 6 xii. 33. 1 « 


Rev, iv. 11. 
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and be merry *;* the above reflections, 
of? Fuppoſe no other, will rob him of his ex- 
d! Weed cafe, and mar his much - looked · fo 
of Pappineſs; evidencing; by plain matter of 
Pet the truth of our Logp's aſſertion, that 
hat a man's life, - arid therefore his happineſs, 
hat does not conſiſt in the abundance of the 
the z things which he poſſeſſeth.“ 
But add to theſe another reflection, and 
Shen conſider, What profit do things tem- 
Poral afford, what happineſs do they bring 
o the owner thereof ? Thou fool, this 


. 2. 


ble night thy ſoul may be required of thee ; 
ves fender this thought, can a worldly, man be 
ker appy ? No! for two reaſons he cannot; 
us; very glimpſe of happineſs is diſſipated by 


Te. hem, as the © ſmoke of a furnace, as the 
uit SF morning dew** before the ſun; every 
thy Imagination of happineſs is blotted from the 
the ind as a cloud, even as 4: thick: cloud, 
10 chat is driven away of the wind, and 
leaveth no trace behind it T“ 
A ſeparation from what thou loveſt, haſt 
et thine heart upon, to which all thine af- 
Feftions. are drawn the very poſſibility of 
„ his 3 inſtant every comfort; the 
: ex- 


uke xv. 32. 
Lake xii. 20. 


b Hoſea vi. 4. Hoſe 
xiii. 3. J 1 


ak, 
and 
oke xit. 19. — 6 Gen. xtx. 28. 


— 3 8 
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expectation of being driven away from thine 
houſe, thy land, thy money, thine all, thy 
Gov, ſuddenly, in a moment, when thou 


art not aware; the reflection imbitters each "Fi 


moment as it flies; all “ thy joy is turned 
into ſorrow, and thy gladneſs into mourn. 


ing; the time of mourning cometh upon 


* thee, as the mourning of a mother for 


u her firſt-born,” when this awful meſſage 


reaches thine ears, Set thine houſe in order; 
for thou muſt die?: 

But, ſecondly, this reflection prevents 
happineſs; Thy Soul is required of thee; 
thou art called upon to give an account 
what thou haſt done for, and with thy ſoul. 
What account canſt thou give? The books 
» are open; and the dead ſhall be judged 
# out of thoſe things which are written in 
# the books, according to their works 

Conſider, this time muſt, it will come, 


when thou ſhalt appear before the judg | 
* ment- ſeat to give an account; the day u 
drawing on, when the great white throne | 
7 ſhall deſcend , and unto him that ſitteth Þ 
upon it * ſhall all nations be gathered. Some- · 
times thou thinkeſt of theſe things; if not WF © 
1 in 


2 Kings xx, 1. © Rev. xx. 11. 
* Rev. Xx. 12. = Matt. xxv. 32. 
2 Cor. v. 10. 8 
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ne thine health, yet when pain, affliction, or 
hy i fick-bed is thy portion; then thoughts 
ou Friſe about thy ſoul ; trouble poſſeſſes thy 
< Wind, and a gloomy blackneſs thy counte- 
ed dance, Whoſe ſhall theſe things be that 
n. have heaped up, that I have laboured for? 


on his reflection increaſes thy trouble, and 
for gravates thy miſery. 

ige In ſuch circumſtances can a man be hap- 
er; ?. his © conſcience may be ſeared”, his 


heart hardened, and the eyes of his un- 
n derſtanding ſo darkened, that he cannot 
ſee the things that ſhall make for his 


ee 

ant peace; but he cannot be happy; - for 
ul. ere is a material difference between fupi- 
les h and happineſs, The looking to his 


Poſſeſſions now affords him none; and if he 
doks to an eternity, a fearful looking for 
of judgment, is his companion; for, 
now, by experience, he finds he has been 
egligent of the © one thing needful', - the 
vation of his ſoul ; ſo his friends, bis. com- 
Wanions, his abundance, are miſerable com- 
rters; for if they cared for, yet they can- 
Wot either deliver, or“ make agreement unto 
= God for his ſoul. 


| Upon 
Luke xii, 20. Jer. | * Heb. x. 7. 


Avii. 11. * Luke x. 42. Pſalm 
? 1 Tim. iv. 2. xxvii. 4. 


$ Luke xix. 42. ' t Pſalm xlix. 7. 
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e 
Upon this review, how can a reaſojiabl i 
3 ereature have any expectation of Bappine Ihe 
1 from things temporal; ; when, from his o.] 


„ experience, if he is not thoroughly infatuat 
i ed; if the God of this world hath, not in 
5 * tirely blinded his eyes „ he muſt be com. 
pelled to write under every earthly enjoy: 
ment, © This is VaniTY and” its attendant 
is VIEXATION of Spirit n 
But, thirdly, the impoſſibility of deriving 
happineſs from worldly things is incontell. 1 
ble; becauſe it is eaſier for a camel to g 2280 
* through the eye of a needle, than for: ue 
rich man to enter into the kingdom d a 
e * How comes this to be ſo di. Pin 
ficult? He" looks to Riches for that which L 
they cannot give, for in themſelves they ar 
nothing ; their value is not intrinſic, bu © 
imaginary, * Men imagine that happinels l 
ode of the eſſential properties of rich, 
and therefore not only deſire, but becom en 
reſtleſs till they poſſeſs them; and thoug| ! 
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diſappointment. of the end aimed at alway # 
accompanies the Fand, yet very oa  # 
| -// EB. 


2 Cor. iv. 4. compared | 19. 
with John zii 31. and Eccles. vi. 9g. 
xiv. 30. 2 Cor. iv. | * Matt. xix. 24. Mart =. 
compared with Pſalm x. 25. Luke 1¹ Ja 
Cxix. 70. LIiaiah- vi. 
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ill give up their purſuit, till they give up 
heir lives; which, as they have been em- 
) ployed in things quitg foreign to real happi- 
Heſs, ſo they end in real miſery; for * the 
S friendſhip of this world is enmity to Gop*;" 
hoſe who end their days in an attachment 
p it, can expect no other portion than 


E weeping and wailing and gnaſhing of 


teeth 


The diſciples being convinced, from our 


Jon 0's reflection upon the young man's con- 
uct, that an attachment to worldly things 

a moſt dreadful enemy to real happineſs, 
Win with Peter in a kind of holy triumph, 
Lo, we have left all,” all thoſe things 
hich fooliſh minds are ſo captivated with 
to ſuppoſe them the fountain-head of ſub- 
Ential happineſs ; and that with them there 
n be no ſuch thing as miſery, and without 

em no ſuch enjoyments as comfort and 
ppineſs; Lo, we have left all, and fol- 
lowed thee.” A reſolution, executed up- 
Þ the cleareſt conviction of the inſufficiency 

the world to-make them happy. 


But ſuppoſe you are ſatisfied of this truth, 


D and 


1 John vill. 12. Matt. xiv, 
: | 30. Lukexiii 29, 


"I james iv. 4. 
15,16. 
Man. xxiv. 51. Matt. 
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50 The mſufficiency of WR 
and therefore do not look to the world for 
happineſs; yet, you may fall ſhort of hap. 
pineſs, which you certainly will do, if you? 
depend either upon the righteouſneſs of the 
Law, or the ſufficiency of Self, for the at- 
tainment of that moſt invaluable bleſſing 
For as there can be no happineſs. but in the 
divine favour, neither the works of the 
„ law,“ nor human wiſdom, can procure 
that * for thee, and therefore cannot 
make thee truly happy. 

Firſt, Thou canſt not attain happineſs by 
the righteouſneſs of the Law, for this reaſon, 
becauſe, © by the deeds of the Law no fle. 
can be juſtified in the ſight of Gop :; nc 


for whoſoever is of the works of the La c 
is under the curſe ; it being written, Curſe( h 
js every one that continueth not always i f 


„all the things which are written in ttt he 
* book of the Law, to do them. 
The purity of the Law is ſuch, that i 
allows not the leaſt variation from it; it de 
mands nothing leſs than perfect obedience 
and where ſuch an obedience is wanting, i 


pronounces a c#r/e, which it never reverſs| 


in 
Wll | 

Doſe 
| Poin 


2 Gal. ii. 16. Acts xiii. vii. 18, 19. Pla 
39. Rom. lit. 20, 22, Cxliii. 2. Rom. iii. 9 
28. Rom. 1. 17. 4 Gal. ii. 16. ' 
Rom. viii. 3. Heb. b Gal, iii. 10, 11. 


2. 


Or 
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This perfection of obedience, by expe- 
Fience, daily experience, we are taught the 
Smpoſſibility of arriving at; for © in many 
things we offend all; and ſo fall ſhort in 
Jobedience; and therefore ({o long as we 
Fcontinue looking to the Law) of the divine 
Wavour ; for, as Gop's eyes“ are too pure 
to behold iniquity *;" and, by a deficien- 
; y in our obedience, iniquity, as the conſe- 
Nuence, cleaving to us, we cannot be hap- 
Wy, becauſe of a want of the favour of Gop. 
In order therefore to our happineſs, this ini- 
Huity muſt be taken away; for ſo long as it 
Wbides, it ſeparates between the love of Gon, 
Ind the ſoul*; the Law condemns, be- 
cauſe of ſin';” and for the ſame reaſon, 
Wherever ſin is, unremoved as to the guilt 
If it, and unſubdued as to the power of it, 
Where the wrath of God abideth;“ and, 
in the effect, excludes all real happineſs. 
But to make this point clear, let me re- 
Wind you of dying; at that important criſis 
Wl falſe coverings will be removed. Sup- 
Poſe yourſelf at the-moment of removing; 


ing to appear in the preſence of an infi- 


D 2 nite, 
James iii. 2, compared 5. Pſalm xix. 12. 
wich 1 Kings viii. 36 4 Hab i. 13. Pſal. v. 8. 
Prov. xx. g. Job xiv. | © Iſaiah lix, 2. Jer. v. 
4 Eccles. vii. 20. 25. 


i John i.8. Pſalm li, | | © Rom, viii, 10. 
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52 The nfuffictency of Serm. 2. 
nite, holy, and juſt Gop; having nothing 
to plead before his impartial tribunal for 


thine acceptance into favour, but the righte- ? 


ouſneſs of the Law: upon this plea, *” the 
* books are opened, thou art judged, as 


ing glory, from the things written in the 


1 books, according to thy works; con- 
fider! how many omiſſions in point of duty, 


and commiſſions as to actual diſobedience; 
what negligences will be produced upon 
record againſt thee ; the leaſt of which, by 
that holy, and moſt juſt Law, which thou 


truſteſt to, condemns thee to everlaſting mi- 
ſery ; © Depart from me, thou worker of 


* iniquity,” will then be heard to proceed 
from the mouth of the Judge of all the 
earth againſt thy poor naked and guilty ſoul, 


Ho cameſt thou in hither, not having 


the wedding-garment '” of a perfect righ- 


teouſneſs? The very queſtion will deſtroy | 
all thy confidence, and cauſe ſuch confuſion 
to cover thy face, that thou wilt be ſpeech⸗ ? 
leſs; a ſtrong evidence that though thou 
truſtedſt once to the Law, yet now thou i 
| haſt 


27. Rom. ii. 6. Rev. 


Rev. xx. 12. Dan. 
vii. 10. ii. 22. 
k Jer. xvii. 10, Jer. i Matt, xxii. 12. 


XXXII. 19. Matt. xvi. 


F 
4 
\ 


2, 

98 8 haſt no expectance of happineſs from its 
„though once thou didſt ſit under its ſha- 
e. do- with great delight yet now, when 
he vou want a friend, it proclaims * bitter things 
„ againſt thee *, Bind him hand and foot, 
a. and take him away, and caſt him into out- 


b. er darkneſs, where ſhall be weeping and 
X#- wailing and gnaſhing of teeth.“ 

7. From this view thou canſt have no com- 
„ fortable dependence upon the righteouſneſs 


5 of the Law for eternal happineſs; and in 
0 conſequence, canſt derive no preſent hap- 
pvineſs from it, if thou thinkeſt ſeriouſly ; be- 
0" cauſe * thy life being but as a vapour,” as 
a ſuch, it may in a moment vaniſh away * 
Her | F nd the thought thereof, if thou haſt no better 
de ighteouſneſs than that of the Law, muſt 
Wdminiſter continual diſtreſs, for fear thoſe 


ing hings which in the word of Gop are reveal- 
. d againſt ſinners, ſhould be thine everlaſt- 

Sing portion. 
O pon a review of what has been obſerv- 
ch 5, the conſequence is clear, that as happi- 
Nneſs cannot be attained either from the plea- 


a Jures or riches of the world, or by the righ- 

ee eeouſneſs of the Law, becauſe true happi- 

7 D 3 neſs 

Rev * Job xiii, 26. iv. 10, Job vii. 7. 
Matt. xxii, 13. Pſalm cii. 3. 


n James iv. 14. James 


54. The inſufficienty of germ. 2. 


neſs conſiſts in a ſenſe of the divine favour to 
us, which the pleaſures and riches of the 
world entirely feparate us from; and the 
righteouſneſs of the Law cannot obtain, 
becauſe it is weak through the fleſh"";" it 


muſt be attained ſome other way, or the 


foul -muſt be wretched and miſerable fork 
ever. 

But human reaſon cannot find out of it- 
Tf, what muſt be done+for the recovery of 
the divine favour; * Canſt thou by wiſdom 
find out Gop ?“ how to ſatisfy his juſtice, 
which demands ſatisfaction for his broken 
Law? or how to magnify, and make that 
Law honourable, by rendering a perfect 
bbedience to all its demands, which are 
ſo * exceeding broad“; till this be done, 
juſtice cries out for vengeance, and purſues 
the tranſgreſſor as the avenger of blood 
purſued the man-ſlayer; every avenue for an 


eſcape ſeems entirely ſtopt up, and tir 


Toul is incompaſſed about with an hedgrff 
of thorns; all its former confidences art 
now proved to be only a * refuge of lies, 


which the ſtorm that juſtice t threatens nov 


ſweeps away. if 
From Wi 

„ Rom. viii. 3. XXXV. 1 2209, Deut. - 

© Job xi. 7. xix. 2. A 

y Pſalm cxix, 96. r Iſaiah xxvil, 15-178 


2 Joſhua xx. 5. Numb. 


14 
. 

1 
14 


s ; 
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From this experience the ſoul 1s taught 


Mo look out for a better righteouſneſs than 
that of the Scribes and Phariſees;“ a 
Perfect righteouſneſs it wants; without this 
garment it cannot be happy; becauſe God's 
&yes are too pure to behold iniquity ';" 
nd his juſtice too ſtrict to pardon trans- 
&reflion, iniquity and fin, without atonement”. 


without reparation made to his violated laws. 


But where is ſuch an atonement, ſuch a 


Wighteouſneſs to be found, that will ſuit the 
Poor condemned finner, as all- ſufficient to 
Pbtain pardon for paſt offences; and all- 
Jufficient to procure that acceptance into 


divine favour which alone can reſtore 


Peace, and therefore happineſs to the ſoul? 
here? Search the ſcriptures , that pre- 
Fious book of Gop, in which he has 
Wondeſcended to teach us his will concern- 


D 4 ing 
Matt. v. 20. com-] ix. 6. Ifaiah xl. 10. 
pared with Rom. ix. ] Jer. xxiii. 5. Jer. 
31. Rom. x. 3. Phi-“ xXxXxili. 14. Ezek. 
bp. iti. 6—9. | xxxiv. 23, Ezek, 

Hab. i. 13. Pſalm v. 5. xxxvii, 25. Dan. ix. 
Lev. v. 24. Micah vii. 20. 
John v. 39. Iſaiah] John i. 45. Gen, i. 
vin. 20. compared 15. Gen. xlix. 10. 
with Luke v. 29. Acts Iſaiah iv. 2. Iſaiah 
xXV11. 11. Deut. xviji. { liii. 3. Micah v. 2. 
15-18, Luke xxiv. Zech. vi, 12. Zech. 

27. Pſalm cxxxii. 11. IX. 9. 


Iſaiah vii. 14. Ifaiah | . 
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ing this matter; To the Law, and to the 
* teſtimony !“ let us go, that will prove 
a lamp unto our feet, and a light unto our 
paths“; by that word, if we take heed 
to it, our ſteps will be ordered aright; and 
though, in other matters, in things tem- 
poral, and as to human wiſdom, we may 
be very ignorant, very fooliſh, yet in the 
great concern of our ſouls, we * ſhall not 


err ©,” but become * wiſe unto everlaſt- 
i: 1ng ſalvation *.” 


The Scriptures, to pilgrims on earth, to : 
thoſe that are traveling to the city that 8 


hath habitations, that place of reſt that 
# remaineth for the people of Gop*,” to 
ſuch the Scriptures are a guide, I will 
inform thee, and teach thee in the way 
„ wherein thou ſhalt go.“ 
If any inquire the way to Gop, that | 
that they may ” acquaint themſelves with 
„ him and be at peace“; the Scripture is 
the only chart; and as ſuch, it muſt be 
ſearched carefully, with an eye to Gop for | 
the _—_— his promiſe, that thoſe who 
„follow 


* Iſaiah viii. 20. | 2 2 Tim. iii. 15. 
y Pſalm cxix. 105. com- | Heb. iv. 9. 
3 with Prov. vi. | < Pfalm xxxii. 8. 
4 Job xxii. 21. Iſaiah 
- Hazah XAXV, 8. | xxvii. 5. 


2, | i erm. 2. the Creatures, ans + 57 
he follow after to know ©3* may know the 


things that ſhall make for their everlaſt- 


© ing peace; even that truth of Gon which 
ed hall make them free; free from diſtreſs, 
ng ecauſe of the wrath that is the wages of 
n. Inn; free from the burden of a guilty, and 
ay rom the pains of a wounded conſcience ; 
he ee from the reigning power and dominion 
rin, and from that fear of falling ſhort of 
q Perlaſting happineſs, which hath torment. 
ps Ind perplexity ever attending upon it. 
oe Nov the Scripture ſhews us what a com- 
_ ete Saviour the ſinner hath, * able to ſave 
* E unto the uttermoſt all that look, all that 

come unto him. Look unto me, and 
a © be ye ſaved, all ye ends of the earth“; 
1 at know your wants of a Saviour: for 


I am Gop your Saviour, and there is none 
elſe,” none able to ſave but me. Come 
Zunto me, all ye that are weary and heavy 
laden“ with your fins, with the ſervice 
Bd guilt of them, and I will give you 
Weſt :* for two immutable things I give 
your ſecurity, my promiſe, and my 
Ich; for © I ſwear by myſelf, faith the 
0k D ',” that I not only do not © deſire the 


D 5 death 
== Micah vi. 8. i Matt. xi. 28. 
lake xix. 42. * Heb. vi. 18. 
E Heb. vii. 25. U Jer. xxii. Gs 


WP 1fiah av, 22. 
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58 The inſufficiency of © Serm.2 
death of the ſinner , but the ſinner * tha; 
* cometh unto me, I will in no wife, upon 
no account caft out?; no, though b 
fins ate more in number than the hairs a, 
„ his head; for I will be merciful to hi 
* unrighteouſneſs, and his fins and iniqui 
* ties will 1 remember no more *;" there 
fore, turn ye unto me and live, for I wil 
receive you graciouſly, ang ni you 
"Ree", 

The ſinner that is {arivfied of thi ile 
ciency of the Law, and of every othe 
creature to give it happineſs, either in time 
or eternity; and is truly hungering after u 
affurance of life eternal, as its chief good; 
the one thing needful for the quieting hi 
conſcience, and the eſtabliſhing it in perfed 
peace, upon the ſetting forth of the Loro 
CR IST, as a complete Saviour, in whon 
is treaſured up in its utmoſt fulnefs, all tha 
a poor ſinner can poſſibly ſtand in need d 
for his acceptance into the divine favour in 
ſuch a ſinner will ſurely be ready with Petr e 
to cry out, in a tranſport of joy, Lon», IP © 


«Tam willing to leave all to follow ther ch 
« whitherſoever thou goeſt;“ for (glory be 
88 
. 
„ Fzek, Will. 23—32. | Pfalm xl. 12. 10 
Ezek. Xxxili. 11. ? Heb. viii. 12, b 


John vi. 37. 1 Hoſea xiv. 4+ 


"Ss ' Phil. ini. g. 


the Creatures, &c. 
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&o thy holy name for the Grace!) now I 
account all things but loſs and dung, for 
the excellency of the knowledge of CyrisT 
Jzsvs my LorD*',” in whoſe face, cru- 
Eificd, I behold the glory of the divine 
uſtice completely ſatisfied for all my fins, 
Ind the glory of the divine-mercy diſplayed 
o me, the vileſt, the chiefeſt of ſinners. 
Did not our hearts burn within us 
# while he opened to us the Scriptures ** 
Roncerning himſelf? ſaid the-diſciples one to 
other. How concerning himſelf? Firſt, 
oncerning his humiliation in his ſufferings ;. 
ind the end and purpoſe for which he ſuf- 
Fred. Secondly, Concerning his reſurrection 
Ind aſcenſion, and the bleſſed effects and 
Wonſequences thereof to poor ſinners. 
A clear knowledge of thoſe comfortable 
Fuths, cannot but draw the ſoul frgm every: 
Wc dependence, to ſuch a believing confi- 
Wence on CnrrsrT, as to leave all to follow 
im, who * is the way, the truth, and the 
Fe,; and who came into this lower world, 
be the light thereof, to give light to 
them that fit in darkneſs, and in the 
fhadov/ 


i. 17. John 1. 4. John. 
v. 26. John viii. 12. 
John vi. 35. John xi; 
25. 


— 
F 


* Luke xxiv. 32. 
John xiv. 6. compared 
With Heb. ix, 8. John 
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into the way of peace. 

Firſt, In the Scripture the Logp Curis7 
is repreſented as ſuffering for ſinners ; firſt 
typically, in the offering of 1/aac, and in al 
the offerings under the Law; for as © it was 
*« impoſſible that the blood of bulls and of 
goats ſhould take away fin,” they could 
only be offered as repreſentative of the ſub- 
ſtance, the body of Cxr1sT, upon whom, 
as the prophet Iſaiab inſtructs us, * the 


* Lord laid the iniquity of us all *;” and 
therefore our iniquities being laid upon him, 


he became a curſe for us” ;“ took upon 
himſelf the curſe we had earned by fin, and 
* bore our fins on his own body on the 


* tree*,” where he was by the rod of Moſes," 


(the Law) * ſtricken ;* yea, he was ſmit- 
ten of Gop, and afflicted *,” even unto 
death; as the ſinners ſurety, being able, kc 
ſuſtained the wrath that was their due, and 


paid the utmoſt farthing of that great den 


which ſinners owed, both to the Juſtice and 
righteouſneſs of the Law; for * he was wound 
„ed for our tranſgreſſions, he was bruiſed 


for our iniquities, the chaſtiſement df 
33 our 


* Iſaiah liii. 6. 
Gal. ii. 13. 
* 1 Pet. ii 24. 
Iſaiah lit, 4. 


Luke i. 79. Iſaiah ix. 

. Acts xxvi. 18. 
Haiah xxxv. 5. 

wv Heb. x. 4- 


Serm. 2. 
* ſhadow of death, and to guide their ſoul; | 
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our peace was upon him, and by his 


ſtripes we are healed *;* for being num- 
bered among the tranſgreſſors ,” for them 


he poured out his ſoul unto death,” that 


e might make an end of ſin*©:” that, as 


: the great Antitype, by the offering of him- 
elf once for all for ſin,” he might aboliſh 


typical offerings and ſacrifices, and bring 


AF n ” an everlaſting righteouſneſs,” even his 
own infinite divine obedience, which ſhould 
always be meritorious in the ſight of Gop; 
Sand with which, as Gop is well pleaſed, fo 
The is well pleaſed with, and rejoiceth over 
all thoſe that come unto him arrayed in that 
Iglorious and divine raiment. When CarisT 
aſcended up on high ©,” then he brought 
into the Holy of holies, which is above, an 
7 verlaſting righteouſneſs ; by which, as the 
Law is not only fulfilled, but © magnified 
and made honourable,” ſo through this 

TW righteouſneſs, a way is now made for the 
poor returning ſinner to © come with bold- 
neſs to the throne of grace, that he may at 
all times, obtain mercy and find grace to 
belp him in time of need * .”* But, 


Secondly; Car1sT hath not only by his 
death 


e Pſalm Ixviii. 18. 
f Taiah xlii. 21. 
s Heb, iv. 16. 


D Tfaiah liii 5 
© Tfaiah iii, 12. 
Daniel ix, 24. 
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62 The inſuffictency of Serm. 2. 
death aboliſhed the curſe of the Law, but 
by his obedience hath fulfilled the righteouſ- 
neſs of it alſo; ſo that man muſt no more 
look to the righteouſneſs of the Law, that 
is, to his own holineſs, or perſonal obe- 
dience, to obtain for him the favour of Gop; 
for to them that ſhall be ſaved, CHRIST 
js the end of the Law for righteouſneſs *;" 
CnxrisT, as their Surety and Covenant-head, 
having fulfilled all its demands, both as to 
the curſe, which it denounceth againſt the 
foul that ſinneth, by pouring out his ſoul 
unto death, and as to the perſonal obedience 
which it exacts, by rendering an infinite 
obedience to it in his own perſon, is be. 
come the alone righteouſneſs for a ſinner; 
all other righteouſneſſes in the fight of Gos 
are as filthy rags';” but this righteouſ- 
neſs is without ſpot or blemiſh ; a righte- 
ouſneſs which 'Gop hath provided for the 


all thoſe who ſubmit unto it: © for CHRIST 
is made of Gop righteouſneſs *,” unto 
them that believe. The Lox D Jznovan is 
the righteouſneſs of the ſinner ; the ſinner 
that believeth, thus triumphs, I will make 
* mention of thy righteouſneſs, and of thine i 

* only: Wl 


> Rom. x. 4. * 1 Cor. i. 30. 
1 Iſaiah Lxiv. 6. 


rm. 2. the Creatures, &c. 63 
only': In the Lorp have I righteouſ- 


B nefs”;* Lo, I have left all“ depen- 
Hence upon the righteouſneſs of the Law, 
And of works, to follow thee,” to ſtay my 
Woul upon thy name, that glorious lovely 
me, The Loxpd my righteouſneſs," in 
Fhich I have complete falvation. 
For this was the end and purpoſe of 
WC:risr's coming into this lower world, 
What he might fill up all righteouſneſs for 
Wis people, both as to Law and Juſtice ; 
What he might pay their debts, by laying 
lown his own life to diſcharge them, and 
Wo cancelling all obligations they were un- 
Wer, from the Law, to ſuffer the bitter 
Wains of eternal death; that he might fulfil 
Wl! active righteouſneſs in his own perſon, 
Wy ſubmitting to the Ceremonial, and obey- 
Ing che commands of the Moral law, with 
5 infinitely perfect obedience, by which he 
Pbtained pardon, and purchaſed the king- 
Nom of heaven for his people; and there- 
Fore that kingdom which it is the Father's 
E good pleaſure to give to his little flock is 


Kc alled-” a purchaſed inheritance” ;* as che 
edemption of a ſinner from guilt and wrath, 


18 
pſalm xi. 16. 0 Luke xii 32. 


9 7 = Iſaiah xlv. 24. o Ephes. i. 14. 


Jer. XXXIii. 10. 
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64 The inſufficiency of Serm. 2. 3 


is termed a purchaſed redemption; to ſhey 
us the exceeding richneſs and freeneſs of 
God's love to, and the infinite value of 
CaRrisT's obedience unto the death in the 
ſight of Gop for ſinners. It is thus ex- 
preſſed for the encouragement of ſinners, 


the chiefeſt of ſinners, that they may not 


entertain either the leaſt thought of pur. 
chaſing it for themſelves, or that they may 


not be drove from the hope of it, by the 


greatneſs or the multitude of their fins; 
for being already purchaſed by the obe- 
dience of the Gop-man the LorD ChRisr, 
it is his own to diſpoſe of. I give unto 


them eternal life *; he gives it to whom 


he liſteth ; but who are they? ALL, even 


as many as ſhall come unto him for it, 


without any difference or diſtinction; high 
* and low, rich and poor, bond and free, 
„male and female; whoever is a weary, 
heavy-laden ſinner, turning away from e- 


very vanity, every refuge of lies, and look- | 


eth unto him only as almighty, all-willing 


to ſave, deteſting all confidence in the fleſh, | 
in human wiſdom, or prudence, in ſelf- 
righteouſneſs, or any other name or righte- } 


ouſneſs, but his own precious name JESUS, 
and his divine, all-perfect, all-ſufficient righ- 


teouſ- 
2 John x. 28. 
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Puſneſs, and refteth in him, and abideth 
aer his ſhadow as a complete Saviour, to 
Jem he will give eternal life; that bleſſed, 
at ineenfeipte inheritance, which fad- 
th not away; for ſuch, and ſuch only, 
hath purchaſed it, and to ſuch only he 
Il give it; others will at that day be 
j Sept away with the beſom of deſtruction, 
d lic down in eternal ſorrow ; for © curſed 
is he that truſteth in man, ate! in him- 
If or any other man, and maketh fleſh 
This arm, and in his heart departeth from 
the Logp CHRIST, to take reſt in any 
Feature: but © Bleſſed is the man that 
Ecruſteth in this Lok p oUR RIGHTEOUS» 
Piss, and whoſe hope and confidence the 
WORD CHRIST is; for he ſhall be like a 
tree planted by the waters, which ſpread- 
eth out her roots by the river, and ſhall 
not ſee when heat cometh, but his leaf 
E ſhall be green, and ſhall not be careful in 
[the year of drought, neither ſhall ceaſe 
from yielding fruit 

To purchaſe theſe bleſſings for all that 
Elieve in him, was the gracious end and 
gurpoſe of his humiliation and ſufferings ; 


But, 


Jer. xvii. 5, 6. 


Peter. i. 4. | t Jer. xvii. 7,8. 


u John x. 15. 
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But, ſecondly, as the blefled ® Jesvs diet 
for our fins, ſo he roſe again for our ju 
tification; his reſurrection is the ſtroꝶ 
fecurity, it affords ſtrong conſolation to 2 
them that by faith have fled for refug 
” unto him, that their faith is not vain 
for as he broke the bars of the grave, ani 
triumphed over death thereby, he is de 
clared to be the Son of Gop with power”; 
that the merits of his death powerfully ple: 
before Gop's throne for the pardoning ov! 
tranſgreſſions; and the merits of his righ 


teouſneſs for our acceptance; for by th 
* offering of himſelf he hath perfected fer 
* ever them that are ſanctified by faith 
* which is in him “.“ 


By his reſurrection the divine favour i 


ſecured to believers; for this purpoſe, * it 
* both died and roſe again, to bring then 
that were far off from Gop by ſins, nes 
* through his blood ”;” which being ſhes, 
hath obtained from Gov, Tſo infinite was the 


preciouſneſs of it, eternal redemption- 
Cnr1sT by his death obtained this invalur 
ble bleſſing, that we, who * by nature at! 

2 children 


„Rom. 1. 4 Y Rom. xiv, 9. 
* Heb. x. 14. 2 Heb. ix. 13. 
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rm. | 
children of wrath *,* ſhould, through rich 
ace purchaſed by him, become children 

of Goo, and inheritors of the kingdom 


: 


the Creatures, &Cc. 67 


Jof heaven.“ And the reſurrection of 
Anglsr ſecures this to believers, as it is a 
Wedge of their reſurrection unto eternal life 
Ich him. 
For as he was arreſted by divine juſtice 
Sr the pay ment of our debt, his diſcharge 
om the priſon of the grave, is the cleareſt 
d moſt undeniable evidence that we are 
ge, even ſo many as believe in his name; 
Uf the Son ſhall make you free, ye ſhall be 
free indeed; but the Son hath made all 
Blicvers free, by giving that eternal life 
bro them which he purchaſed for them; 
Werefore they are free, and death can no 
wore detain them, than it could our dear 
ORD ; for at that day, when' he ſhall make 
power known, the bodies of believers 
all be raiſed, by the ſame” Spitit of holi- 
. = which our Lok p's own body was 
iſed. 
Before a ſoul comes to the knowledge of 
free ſalvation in CHRIST, it is in à con- 
ual ftate of bondage, through fear of 
| | death; 


Ephes. ii. 3. compar- 
ed wich Pfalm Ii. 5. 


Rom. v. 12. 
d John viii. 36. 


68 The inſufficiency of Serm., 
death zu but when drove by the L 
from all, then it leaves all to follow CHR 
and the cloſer it walks with him by faith 
it gains, day by day, more and more powe: 
over the ſpirit of bondage and of fear; be 
cauſe as its faith in CHRIST increaſes, it 
evidences become ſtronger and ſtronger, d 
its being ” tranſlated into the kingdom d 
# God's dear Son. For as faith increaſe 
hope is confirmed; which, as it affords ; 
taſte of pure happineſs in this world, ſo i 
opens to view, as the behever's portion, at! 
eternal happineſs: I give unto them eter: 
* nal life, and they ſhall never periſh, nei. 

ther ſhall, any pluck them out of ny 
% hand-. For the accompliſhment of this 
his gracious deſign, the complete ſalvation 
of his people, as he hath all power lodged} 
in his hands, as the great mediator between 
Gop and Man, as being himſelf both G0 
and Man in one CHRISH; he aſcended in- 
* to heaven, and hath taken his ſeat at the 

u right hand of Gov,” as the all-poweriul 
Advocate and Interceſſor; having all power, 
he uſeth his power for the benefit of hs 
people, ſoliciting all their concerns, and com 


prevails ſo effectually, that whatſoever the 
be- Þ : 


© Heb. ii. 15. © John x, 28. 
4 Col. i. "4: 
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Peliever aſketh, that pertaineth either to 
Pre or godlineſs, through the mediation of 
his all-gracious Interceſſor, he obtains 


Whatſoever you ſhall aſk of the TRE 
in my name, I will do | of 
He is LorD of all things; they are at his 


Wiſpoſal ; and by his wiſdom, which is in- 
Enite, he maketh them all to work together 
For the good of them that put their truſt, 
Phat caſt their care upon him; their tempo. 

a , al and eternal concerns are fafe in his hands; 
For as he knows how, ſo he doth moſt aſ- 
Wuredly manage them for the beſt, 


As he knows the particular ſituation every 


dne of his people are in, ſo he ordereth all 
Things aright for them; every thing ſhall 
end to their advancement, but nothing 


Whall by any means really hurt them. 


Though their enemies from without or 


Noithin may rage like the raging of the 
ſea, and * ſet up their banners for tokens * 30 


dis JEsus, the Almighty Saviour of his 


people, fitteth in the heavens, and laugh- 


eth them to ſcorn ;* he will cauſe them to 


be taken in their own craftineſs ; for he will 
come, for the ſuccour of his people, with 


| 8 e hand, and his arm ſhall rule for 


him „ and he ſhall gain for them who are 
ſo 


John xiv, 13. b Pſalm Ixxiv. 4. > Ifaiah xþ, 10. 
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ſo precious in his ſight a complete viRory 
'over all their enemies. 


Come, ye that are ſecking for happineſ;, 
either from the enjoyment of the world, or 
time 
p: 


the righteouſneſs of the Law, and hitherto 
have been diſappointed in your expectations; 
leave theſe beggarly elements, turn your 
purſuit another way, follow after the Logo 
CHRIST, in whom there is plenteous re- 


* demption „ and with whom there is for. 
* piveneſs of ſins; he will not break the 


* bruiſed reed, nor quench the ſmoking | 
„flax; no! his thoughts towards you, | 


are-thoughts of peace; he came to heal the 
* broken-hearted, to proclaim liberty to the! 
captive, and to let the priſoners go free; 


for he came not to condemn the world, but! This 


to ſave mankind. 

Whatſoever thou canſt want to make 
thee happy, thou mayeſt have it all in 
CarisT, freely, without money, and with- 


* out price; wiſdom, he is the wiſdom | i 


of God ; righteouſneſs ? he is the Lon 
our righteouſneſs” ,* ſanctification, he 
is made . ſanCtification *” to all that be- 


lieve in him; for he is the Lorp that 
ſanctifieth 


m I ſaiah lv. 1. 
n Jer. xxxiii. 16. 
1 Cor. i. 30. 


i Pſalm cxxx. 7. 
* Iſalah xlii. 3. 
Iſaiah Ixi. 1. 
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ſanctifieth *;" redemption? with him is plen- 
teous redemption; ſtrength? he is the 
mighty Gop®, whoſe ſtrength is made per- 
fect in weakneſs; grace to help you in 
time of need? He is full of grace his 
ps pour forth grace; ſalvation ? He is 
the well of ſalvation; the Saviour and 
8 © ſalvation of all that put their truſt in 


bim.“ 


Do you want riches, riches that no man 
can take from you? The true riches are in 
his right hand; Peace? he is the © Prince of 
peace , and as ſuch © hath made peace; 
my peace I give unto you, my peace I 
leave with you“; Honour? what great- 
er honour than to be a child of Gop #* 
This honour none but Cur1sT can beſtow, 
which he does confer upon all that believe 


in him; for, © as many as believe, to them 


he gives power, or privilege, to be the 
ſons of Gop*;” ſending forth his own 
W Spirit into their hearts, whereby they cry, 
Abba, Father; victory over thy ſpiri- 
tual enemies? he © ſends forth judgment 


* unto 
P Ezek. xxxvii. 8. v Col. i. 20. Ephes, i, 
1 Waiah ix. 6. 14,15. 
f ek X11. 9. f Fare ey 27. 
nl. 14. 0 1 
© Ifaiah ix. 6. | Rom. vill. 15. 
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* unto victory *;" he gives victory unto the 
faint; in him, you will *. become more than 
* conqueror *,” for he leadeth on, from 
conquering to conquer: nothing is 
too hard for him, for he is“ Gop all; ſuffi. 
u cient.<.** 

Chooſe you this day whom you will fol- 
low, upon whom you will depend: the 
world, by your own confeſſion, diſappoints; 
it promiſes much, but never fulfils; the 
Law, if thou truſteſt to that, © thou art a 
n debtor to fulfil it to the utmoſt * ;” and 
for- the leaſt offence it paſſes upon thee the 
ſentence of death; In the day thou ſinneſt, 
thou ſhalt ſurely die.“ Wilt thou chooſe 
here to reſt? even under its ſhadow ? canſt 
thou bear its threatnings? Go, ye curſed; 
„ for curſed is every one, that continu- 
eth not in all the things that are written 
jn the book of the Law to do them. 

Truſting to the Law, * canſt thou abide? 
„the day of his coming ', who ſearcheth 
* the heart, and trieth the reins, to give 
* every one according to his doings ? re- 


member 
z Matt xii. 20. | * GaLv* 
a Rom. viii. 37. © Gal. iii. 10. Deut. 
d Rev. vi. 2. | xxvii. 26. 
© Gen, xvii. 1. Gen. f Mal. iii 2. 
xxxv. 11. | Jer. xvii. 10. 
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member he comes the Judge ſevere, * with 
his fan in his hand, and he will thoroughly 
© - purge his floor, and burn the tares and 
& - chaff with unquenchable fire.“ 

= Conſider! arrayed with thine own righ- 
© tcouſneſs, or the righteouſneſs of the Law, 
with what confidence canſt thou meet 
the Lond in the air; when he © cometh 
with ten thouſand of his ſaints, to exe- 
cute vengeance upon all ungodlineſs and 
unrighteouſneſs of men*?* When the 

[ lightenings flaſh, and the thunders roll; 
when the great Archangel blows the trum- 
pet, and ſummons the quick and the dead 
to appear before the judgment-ſeat, where 
| thine accuſers will meet thee, the Law, 

Conſcience, and the multitude of thy Sins. 

You have heard what the Law demands, 
and in caſe of failure, what it inflits ; thine 
own experience, if thou attendeſt to it, 
| teacheſt thee the evil of thine heart, the 
corruptneſs of thy life; and in conſequence, 
the impoſſibility of being ſaved by the works 
ef the Law; this way is barred up. 

The true way to happineſs, has in ſome 
meaſure been pointed out to you, the Loxo 
CurIST, his all- ſufficiency, his willingneſs 

E to 


> Matt. iii, 12. Mal. | #* 1 Thefs. iv. 17, 
ll, z. * Jude 14, 15. 


74 The inſufficiency, &c. Serm. 2. 0x 
to ſave, and make happy; for this end be * 
tabernacled among us; and hath fulfilled the 
purpoſe of his coming, in reconciling 8 
through his blood Gop to man. | 

And he beſeeches you, by us, to leave The 
ALL to come to him, that you may have 
life, and enjoy all the comfort and happineſ; 
of a reconciliation with God through him. 
ſelf, the alone Mediator, who ever liveth 
to make interceſſion for all that come un- 
to Gop by him ; that in himſelf he may 
preſent every believer complete, cleanſed 
from all filthneſs and pollution, and come- 
„ly through his own comelineſs ”, meet to 
* be partakers of the inheritance of the 
faints in light". 

5 Heb, vii. 25, Rom. | „ Ezek xvi. 4, 14. 

vii 3+ Colos. i. 12. 
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The effect of the Grace of God upon 
the hearts and lives of profeſſors. 
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Tirus II. 11, 12. 


| Fir the Grace of Gop, that bringeth ſalva- 

lion, hath appeared to all men, teaching 
us, that denying ungodlineſs and worldly 
lu/?s, we ſhould live ſoberly, righteoufly, 
and godly, in this preſent world. 


N HIS ſcripture I ſhall endeavour 

? T Y to open in the following man- 
. Vl ner: Firſt, By conſidering whit 
d this Grace is. Secondly, That it 
" hath appeared unto all men.“ Thirdly, 
Bringing or offering unto them ſalvation," 


Fourthly, The effect that it hath upon thoſe 
that receive it in the love and power of it: 


That it, in the firſt place, teacheth them to 
deny all ungodlineſs, and worldly Juſts  * 
E and 
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76 The effect of the Serm. 3. 
and in the ſecond, to live righteous, ſo- 
* ber, and godly lives in this preſent world.” 
Soon after the planting of the Goſpel in 
the iſland of Crete, the enemy ſowed tares 
© among the good ſeed *;”* diviſions and 
hereſies began to ſpring up, which produced 
a ſad effect upon the morals of the profeſ- 
ſors, and tended to choke and make in- 
effectual that Grace of Gop which had been 

preached among them. 
To prevent this evil which threatned 
them, the Apoſtle Pau} left Titus behind 
him; and after his departure, ſent him 
thoſe uſeful directions which we find in this 
Epiſtle, for his own conduct as a Miniſ- 
ter; that in the midſt of thoſe diſſenſions 
which had broke out among them, he might 
perſevere in ſpeaking the word of ſound 
doctrine; an epitomy of which we have in 
the words of the text; and to which we 
. ſhall do well if we take heed,” | | 
Every doctrine, be it ever ſo plauſible, 
is corrupt, that doth not tend to make us 
better men, better in every relative ſtation; 
and all that boaſt of the Grace: of Goo, if 
it hath not this influence over them, are no- 
thing leſs than * vain boaſters, ſpeaking of 
4 that 

» Mat. xill. 25. 
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that which they know not; turning the 
» Grace of our God into laſciviouſneſs®.” 
It is owing to a want of attention to the 
whole plan of redemption, that there is ſo 
little ſerious godlineſs among the profeſſors 
of the Goſpel; to remedy which careleſſ- 
neſs in walking, the Apoſtle ſhews us in 


the text what effect the Grace of Gop has, 
wherever it is really received; which I 


ſhall particularly ſpeak of in its proper 


place. 
But to purſue the method I propoſed, I 


ſhall firſt conſider what this Grace is which 
is mentioned in the text; and as you are 
all concerned in it, becauſe it is offered to 
all, I muſt require your ſerious attention, 
that you may hear with profit to your own 
ſouls, Grace in general. ſignifies an act of 
favour, or the beſtowing that as a gift, which 
a man hath no right or title to; when a 
man's life is forfeited to the juſtice of the 
nation in which he lives, the remitting the 
forfeiture, by pardoning the offender, is 
rightly termed an act of Grace, or favour. 
This will help us to a right conception of 
the Grace of Gon, which is his favour of- 
fered to ſinners who have no merit, and 
therefore no right to it; it is the favour of 


d Jude 10, 4. 
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78 The effect of the Serm.z. Sern 
mercy in remitting the puniſhment due to [MW ſtead 
fin, and taking among his ſons, and pro- pleaſ 
tecting and providing for as ſuch, thoſe | A 
who by nature are children . wrath, us be 
„ being children of diſobedience This « th 
Grace ſtands in direct oppoſition to A, Co- *© be 
venant of Works, by which it is impoſſible gooc 
to be juſtified or accounted righteous in the His nc 
fight of Gop, © whoſe eyes are too pure to it, th 
behold iniquity".”_ | and 
The Law of Gov pronounces a curſe 2 whie 
giinſt every tranſgreſſor of it; and his word D 


[teaches us what the effect and conſequence men 
-of that curſe is to all them that die under that 


it; Go, ye: curſed, into everlaſting fire, fers 
.* prepared for the devil and his angels ” he 
Now Nas there is none that liveth and he g 
" finneth not; ſo every man is under that acce 
curſe, and he can be delivered from it only of h 
by an act of grace or free pardon. ever 
He cannot deliver his own ſoul from it, rei 
becauſe there is, to ſay no worſe, a mixture By 
«of fin in every thing he does; which, as a s Gt 
fly in the pot of ointment* ,” ſpoils and men 
infects the whole, and makes it altogether men 
vile in the __ of Gop; and therefore, in- Apo 
ſtead pel c 
ce le iſ. 3. f Eceles. vii. 20. 8 
4 Fab. i. 13. s Eccles. x. 1. 


* Matt. xxv. 41. 
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ſtead of meriting his favour, incurs his diſ- 
pleaſure. | | 

A due ſenſe of this would: help to humble 
us before Gop, and make us more willing 
« thankfully to receive this his ineſtimable 
« benefit,” and to adore infinite mercy and 
goodneſs for the offers of his Grace, which 
| is nothing leſs, however men may deſpiſe 
it, than a deliverance from the preſent dread, 
and after death, from the endleſs miſery 
which is the juſt and due wages of iniquity, 

Death will come, and after that Judg- 
ment; and that we may ſtand acquitted at 
that important criſis, divine mercy now of- 
fers pardon and acceptance; and becauſe 
he is not willing that any ſhould periſh"; 
he graciouſly condeſcends to beſeech men to 
accept his offered mercy, that at the day 


of his appearing, they may, to their own 


everlaſting happineſs, know how © mercy 
* rejoiceth oyer judgment. 

But, ſecondly, I ſhall ſhew to whom this 
» Grace hath appeared, namely, to all 
men; to every ſucceeding generation of 
men it hath been made manifeſt, The 
Apoſtles were ſent forth to preach the Goſ- 
pel of Grace to every creature under hea- 


| ven, their found went out into all nations, 
| | E 4 and 


> Ezek. xxxiii, 11, 1 Tim. ii. 4. James ii. 13. 


= 


— 


Me PR PP ULEnRTTIS: 
Y „ 3 * — — 


h —_—— I 


— — . * — * = e . * 
e eee 
- 1 — — 2 - 2 "WP =. <a — | 4 

2 „ — . 


41 


— — = 


A — 


1994 


o We efeft of th erm. z. 
and their words unto the end of the 
world ©;” but particularly this Grace is 
offered to all in the divine teſtimony , for 
thus ſaith the Loxp to Abraham, * In thy 
* ſeed ſhall all the nations of the earth be 
„ -blefſed *.” The Son of man is come, a 
* light to lighten the gentiles, and to 
* give his life a ranſom for all'; that 
* whoſoever believeth in him ſhall not 
* periſh, but have life everlaſting.” By 
this Grace not only the door of hope, but 
the door of aſſurance of mercy is opened 
wide, and ſtands open day and night con- 
tinually, inviting every one to enter, that 
is weary of ſerving ſin, and heavy laden 
with the guilt of it. | 

This Grace is tendered to the vileſt of 
ſinners; they are thoſe in particular for 
whom this Grace is held forth: I came 
* not,” ſaith the Redeemer, *” to call the 
„ righteous, but ſinners to repentance”:" 
As a Prince, he gives repentance and re- 
1 miffion of fins*;* he received, as all 
power, ſo that power ; he exerciſed it on 
earth, and now exerciſes it in heaven; for 


he 


k Rom. x. 18. a 2 Tim. ii. 6. 

1 Gen. xxii. 18. o John um. 15. 

m Luke i. 32. Iſaiah] ? Matt ix. 13. 
xlii, 6. Iiaiah xlix.6.} Acts v. 31. 
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he is » aſcended up on high, and hath 
received gifts for men, yea, even for the 
* rebellious alſo, that the LoxD Gop might 
u dwell among them.“ 

Every child of man is now invited, for 
all that will may find acceptance through 
the one Mediator Jzsvs Cnr1sT, None, 
no not the chiefeſt of ſinners, are excluded; 
the kingdom of heaven is opened, and 
ſtands open day and night; Gop hath de- 
clared himſelf reconciled to the world, and 
ingaged not to reje& or'” caſt out any that 
come unto him.“ For he is * faithful 
and juſt to forgive us our ſins, and to 
© cleanſe us from all unrighteouſneſsꝰ; and 
proclaims this in his word to all, becauſe 
„he would have all men to be ſaved, and 
come to the knowledge of the truth“. 

Of this you have a teſtimony in your own” 
hearts, if you give heed to it; for what do 


all thoſe checks of conſcience teach you, 


but that Gop is ſtriving with you, that you 
may be ſtirred up to lay hold of the Grace' 
which is offered to you in the Goſpel; every 


check of conſcience is the voice of the Lo p. 


| * Turn ye, turn ye: why will ye die“? 


E 5 Look 
Pſalm Ixviii, 18. » 1 John i. . 
1 Tim. 1.6. w 1 Tim. ii. 4. 


Jahn vi. 37. * Ezek, xxxüi. 13, 
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# Look unto me, that ye may be ſaved”. 
With theſe cords the Lon draws, that the 
Gnner may be turned from the error of bis 
ways, and be ſaved by grace from going 
gown into the pit. 

That this Grace is free for all, is evident, 
because there is not one but bath often been 
thus dealt with, hath often had remorſe of 
Fonſcięnce for ſin, hath often had a moving 
in their hearts, more or leſs, for a time, to- 
yards Gon, all which was' the free Grace of 
Gon; and would undoubtedly have been 
effecual ta their thorough converſion, if 
for the love of fin they had not reſiſted the 
Spirit of Grace. 

As this Grace is free for all, fo it is Fer- 
ed to all; Call in hither the poor, the 
halt, the maimed and the blind?; not 
only every one that has a deſire may come 
and drink of the water of life freely; but 
eyery one is called; for The Spirit and 
the Bride ſay, Come, and the Redeemer 
faith, * 1 am come that ye may have life.“ 

This Grace not only offereth, but bringeth 

Salvation; Behold, I ſtand at the door 


* and knock ©.” And here I muſt obſerve to 
you 


Y Ifaiah xlv. 22. » John x. 10. 
* Luke xiv. 13—21, © Rev. iji. 20. 
Rev. xxii. 17. 
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you what this ſalvation is, which the Grace 
of Gop bringeth ; and this will be beſt un- 
derſtood by conſidering the ſtate mankind 
are in by nature. 3 

Firſt, they are in a ſtate of ſin; for 1. the 
„ whole world lyeth in wickedneſs“; and 
therefore every individual: for * As ſoon as 
he is born he goeth aſtray, and ſpeaketh 
" lies*.* They are all gone out of the way, 
they are altogether become abominable, 
there is none that doeth good, no not 
Ms 

A moſt wretched ſtate of ſlavery this; 
to be ſervants to ſin”, ſold under ſin , 
and unable to redeem themſelves, * for ng 
man can deliver his own ſoul .“ 

Here I would ſpeak a word to your own 
experience. You acknowledge * the fioful- 
neſs of ſin; and ſometimes ſee ſo much 
of the deformity of it, that you take up a 
reſolution to break from it; but is got your 
own weakneſs ſoon, diſcovered, by a con- 
tinual returning back to the old ways of ſin? 
A ſtrong evidence that man by nature is in 

a ſtate 
h Rom. vii. 14. 


i Pſalm xxii. 29. Pial. 
xlix. 7, 8. | 


« 1 Johnv 19. 
* Pfal, lviii. 3. 
t Pſalm xiv. 1—3. 
# John viii. 34. 
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84 The effect of the Serm. z. 
a ſtate of fin, unable, though he ſees and de- 
plores it, to reſcue or deliver himſelf. 

But this is not the worſt of itz becauſe as 

he is in a ſtate of fin, ſo in conſequence 
thereof, in A ſtate of wrath alſo, or under 
the curſe of the Law, which devotes every 
tranſgreſſor to everlaſting miſery; The 
* wicked ſhall be turned into hell, with all 
the people that forget Gop *.* 
A conſciouſneſs of ſin, attended with a 
ſenſe of divine wrath, as * revealed againſt 
every tranſgreſſion and diſobedience,” is 
a weight too great to be born; for A 
*-wounded ſpirit who can bear ?“ and yet, 
no man can deliver himſelf from it ; nothing 
but almighty Grace can +ring Salvation; 
and the divine Grace hath been made“ ma- 
= nifeſt in his Son Jesvs CHRIST“ for this 
very purpoſe, to ſave the chiefeſt of ſinners 
from the weight both of guilt and wrath. 

This Grace, though it doth not deſtroy 
the remembrance of ſin committed; yet it 
removeth the guilt, and ſo ſaveth from the 
wrath to come, * juſtifying all thoſe that 
believe, from all things from which they 
could not be juſtified by the law of Moſes ;" 
and in conſequence delivering them from the 

effect 


> Pſalm ix. 17. 
Prov. xviii. 14. 


m Acts xiii. 39. 


germ. 3. Grace of Gop, &c. 8 


effect of wrath, which is eternal death; and 
reſtoring them to the divine favour, by giv- 
ing the knowledge of being reconciled to 
God, and at peace with him. 

This Salvation in the Goſpel, which is 
the word of Grace, is freely offered to every 
ſinner; none by the Goſpel are rejected; 
and every one will undoubtedly have the 
benefit of it, that is willing to accept it 


upon goſpel terms; that is, frft, freely; 


diſclaiming all other merit but that of the 
Redeemer, by whom it was obtained for 
poor condemned ſinners; and then, ſecondly, 
with an earneſt deſire that the purpoſe of 
this Grace given may be accompliſhed in 
them, by their being, as a purchaſed peo. 


ple, ſo © zealous of, as to be careful to main- 


* tain good works. 

Though Gop 9 his Grace, where 
by he pardoneth, and accepteth a ſinner 
into favour, freely, it is to profit withal; 


for Grace beſtowed is a talent that thoſe who 
have are bound to trade with, or they will 


intirely loſe the benefit and comfort of it. 
The word of Gop, therefore, exhorts thoſe 
who have obtained this precious gift, that 
the do not * receive the Grace of Gop in 

® vain; 


a Acts xx. 28. 1 Peter | Tit ii. 14. Tit. ini. 8, 
L 19. Rev. v. 9. 335 
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# yain”;® which all ſuch do, as do not ule 
it for the purpole whereunto it was given, 
the © purifying their hearts from dead works, 


” to the ſerving of the living and true 
51 OD *. J 85 


„ 
* 


The Grace of god, which bringerh ſal 
* vation, through faith which is in CHRIST 


* Ixsys, teacheth® all - thoſe that have it, 


firſt to deny all ungodlineſs and worldly 
2 ſts. 

* Whererer, true Grace i is, it thus worketh; 
for it is mighty to pull down the ſtrong- 
# holds of Satan, and to caſt out every de- 
u ſire that is oppoſite to the mind and 
will of Gop; all, in conſequence, that live 
in ſin, and are led by worldly luſts, have 
not the Grace of Gop; for as a tree is 
known by its fruit, ſo is a graceleſs man by 


his life. Their actions teſtify that they have 
not the Grace of Gop, becauſe they have 


not practically denied the works of darkneſs; 


for he that committeth {in is the ſervant of 
# ſin „and under its influence and power; 
but his power in the children of Grace is 
broke, and the influence fo fas deſtroyed, 
that it is as impoſſible for them to ide under 
the dominion of uogodlineſs and 


luſts, | 


2 Cor. vi. 1. 1 Con. x. 45. 
4 Heb. ix. 14. John vii. 34. 
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luſts, as for à good tree to bring forth 
corrupt fruit.“ If fin be the practice of 
the life, whatever boaſt men may make of 
having Grace, the contrary. is evident, be- 
cauſe they have not ſubmitted to its teach- 
ing. 

'As 5 the Son of Gor was magifaied to 
” deſtroy the works of the devil,“ ſo the 
Grace which is in him is given ta be a teach: 
er; to ſhew thoſe that have it, not only that 
they ought, but to enable them really to 
deny all ungodlineſs and worldly luſts.* 

The Grace of Gop in the heart draweth 
away from that which is evil; it raiſeth in 
the ſoul an indignation againſt every thought, 
affection, and defire, that is oppolite to the 
boly will of Gop ; the gracious ſoul is not 
drove, but willingly led from all falſe ways; 
wherever the Spirit of Grace reſides, there 
is a peculiar delicacy, and ſuch a ſenſibility 
of conſcience, that the very appearance 
of evil” is fled from with the utmoſt ab- 
horrence. 

Without this effect, no man hath any 
ſcriptural evidence of the Grace of Gop in 
bis foul ; and therefore can have no evidence 
of being in a ſtate of ſalvation. | 


t Matt. vii.18. 1 John ii. 8. 
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88 Die effect of the Serm.z. 
And here I would apply to all, becauſe 
I would not have any one deceived in an 
affair of ſuch importance as the eternal hap- 
pineſs of your ſouls is. 

By Grace alone, if ever you are, you muſt 
be ſaved ; for it is not either of or in man 
to ſave his own ſoul; Gon alone can fave 
ſinners ; which he does freely, without any 
regard to merit in the ſinner ; for, It is 
*.not of works of righteouſneſs which we 
* have done, but of his mercy he ſaveth 
* us; by the waſhing of water, as the out- 
ward and viſible ſign, and the renewing of 
the Holy Ghoſt ",* as the inward grace; 
which worketh a change in the heart, by 
bringing it into a conformity to the mind 
and will of Gop, and by the transform» 
* ing it into the image of Jesvs CHRIST *. 

Poſſibly you may be ſenſible that ſalva- 
* tion belongeth to the Lon D;“ it is Gop 
alone that can ſave, and from him you ex- 

ſalvation, and have no doubt of being 
ſaved by his mercy, and therefore think you 
have a good hope. 
But of what benefit will your hope be, 
if you have not the Grace of Gop abiding 


2 


Titus ii. 5. 2 22 3 John iii. 2. 
x* Rom. viii. 29. com- 2 Cor. iii. 18, 
pared with John zvii. | Y Pſalm wi, 8. 6 
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in you? What comfort or ſatisfaction can 
you receive from any or all the precious 
promiſes bf God, if you are not taught by 
the Spirit of Grace dwelling in you“ to 
deny all ungodlineſs and worldly luſts?“ 

In what ſtead will the Chriſtian name 
ſtand you, if you are without the Chriſtian 
life?. By the fruit of your lives is manifeſt- 
ed whether you have or have not the 
Grace of God; if that is in the heart, it is 
ſoon diſcovered outwardly; not by the 
leaves of a formal profeſſion, but by the 
fruit of a good life, 

Have you * denied all ungodlineſs and 
4 worldly luſts? “ If you have renounced 
them in your hearts, and forſaken them in 
your practice ; then you have an undoubt- 
ed evidence of the Grace of Gop dwelling 
in you, as your Teacher; but if you have 
not, why ſhould I ſpeak ſmooth things? I 
dare not; for the divine teſtimony declares, 
that you are * not of Gop, but of your fa- 
ther the devil, for the deeds of your father 
you do*,” if you live in ſin, 

And do not they live in fin, who are un- 
thankful for divine mercies, who eat their 
bread without rendering unto the all-graci- 

| ous 
2 John viii. 44. 
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90 The fel? of the Serm. z. 
ous Giver of it the tribute of praiſe that is 
due unto him? 

Do not they live in ſin, who live without 
prayer? who lie down and riſe up from 
their beds, without making mention of the 
goodneſs of that God and Father of mercies, 
by whoſe power they have been preſerved, 
both from the dangers of the day and of 
the night ? 

Whatever men may think, theſe are un- 
godly; and though they may frequently, 
yea conſtantly attend upon Gop's worſhip 
in his houſe, yet they have not the Grace 
of our Gor; for the Grace of Gov, if they 
had it, would teach them to deny theſe un- 
godly ways. 

As theſe have not the Grace of Gob; fo 
are all thoſe deſtitute of it, let their pro- 
feſſion be what it will, who live in the ſing 
of Sabbath-breaking, Blaſphemy, Defraud- 
ing, Lying, or any other that is contrary 
to the doctrine of the (Goſpel ; for thi 
grace of Gop teaches? to deny all theſe, 
with all warldly luſts L- 

Evyery deſire or motion of the affections, 
that is oppoſite to the reyealed will of God, 
is denied, and renounced by thoſe who are 
taught of Gop, 


By 
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By a cloſe attention to ourſelves, it will 
be no diſficult matter to know whether we 
have in this view the Grace of Goo. 

If we are careleſs in the examining our 
own hearts touching theſe evidences, 1t is a 
certain ſign that ſuch are without the Grace 
of Gop; if men hate to be refarmed, if 
they chooſe to be led by their wicked and 
depraved appetites, let them not judge us 
as cenſorious, when we declare, that they 
are in the bond of iniquity, in the gall 
of bitterneſs ;” and their ſteps lead to 
everlaſting deſttuction. ; 

Every one of you who lives in ſin may 
know what ſtate your ſouls are in, and. cha- 
tity to you compels us to declare, That 
the unrighteous ſhall not inherit æhe king- 
dom of GOD. Be not deceived, for be- 
" cauſe of theſe things cometh the wrath of 
God upon the children of diſobedience ' 3 
which can no way be eſcaped, but by flee- 
ing unto Jesvs, as a ſure refuge, and a 
mighty deliverer ;* who will deliver the 
fouls of them that really put their truſt in 
his merits, by giving them his Grace to 
* purge their conſciences from dead works, * 

that 

Pſalm J. 17. 3 711 


© 1 Cor. vi. 9. 
d Acts viii. 23. 


4 Ephes. v. 6. 
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92 The effect of the Serm.z. 
that they may no longer yield themſelves 
ſlaves to ungodly and worldly luſts. 

To conclude this point; I muſt remind 
you, that wherever the Grace of God is, 
it raiſes an hatred and averſion againſt all 
fin as ſin; it ſpares no Aggag, let it be ever 
ſo delicately arrayed ; Dagon muſt fall down 
before itz the unclean ſpirit is caſt out, for 
what concord hath CHRIST with Belial? 
or what fellowſhip hath light with dark- 


4 neſs* d 


If we are of the light, let us be careful 
to walk as children of the light',” and 


labour by our lives to ſhew that the blood 


# of Jzsus CHRIST hath cleanſed us from 
* all ſin*;” becauſe by the Spirit of his 
Grace, we are taught to deny all ungod- 
« lineſs. and worldly luſts.“ 

But, ſecondly, the Grace of Gop teaches 
thoſe to whom it is given, not only to avoid 
evil, but to do good; for it inſtructeth real 
Chriſtians to live ſoberly. 

ce Sobriety, in the ſcripture ſenſe, ſigni- 
ſies the whole temper of a man; and not, 
as ſome are apt to conclude, only one virtue; 
for it includes all that is oppoſite to that 
careleflneſs, frothineſs, and intoxication of 
ſpirit, which ſin begets : Sobriety, proper 


e 2 Cor. vi. 15, f Ephes. v. 8. 5 1 Johni-7: 
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| ly ſpeaking, is nothing leſs than all the 


powers of the ſoul being conſtantly awake, 


and duly governed by heavenly prudence, 


and intirely conformable to holy affections.” 
The Grace of God teaches us to be ever 


| upon our guard; to * walk circumſpectly, 
not as fools ";* as thoſe certamly be, who 


are ſo careleſs of their ſouls as to hazard. 


them for the pleaſure of ſin; but as wiſe ; 
knowing the value both of their ſouls, and 


the joy that is ſet before them, and ſhew 


their wiſdom by an earneſt labouring for 
the incorruptible inheritance. 

But, - ſecondly, it teacheth to live righte- 
ouſly ; to do as we would be done by, to 
have the conſcience void of offence to- 
* wards men'; to render to all their due; 
tribute to whom tribute is due, cuſtom 
to whom cuſtom, fear to whom fear, and 


 * honour to whom honour *:* and there- 


fore it inſtructeth and enableth to perſe- 
vere in works of mercy, as well as juſtice 
for if, as we have opportunity, we do not 
bear theſe fruits, mercy as well as Juſtice, 
we do not do as we would be done by. 

A man may be what the world, calls an 


| boneft man, and yet a bad man; a man that 


loves not to ſhew mercy, does not attend 


| to 
Ephes. v. 15. 1 Acts xxir. 16, * Rom. xiii. 7. 


'S 
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to what God requires of him, but breaks 
the commandment of the Lox p, which en- 
Joins him to love his neighbour as him- 
ſelf, which ſurely he does not, who ſhew- 
eth not mercy to the poor and needy; and 
in conſequence, though in the loweſt ſenſe 
he may be a jut man, yet he is a bad man, 
as tranſgreſſing the holy commandment. 

But, thirdly; the Grace of Gop teach- 
eth to live godly ; to do all to the Glory of 
God; to walk as in the divine preſence; to 
live as the children of Gop, to © have an 
* eye to all his commandments ';” and as 
thoſe that are conſecrated to Gor, to have 
1 their fruit unto holineſs *. 

The Grace of Go teaches believers that 
they 2re © not their own, but are bought 
s with a price; and therefore, to glorify 
Go both in their bodies and ſouls, which 
are Gop's®.” Which they are enabled to do 
by being * fruitful in every good work*; 
” always abounding, increafing more and 
„ more; in the work of the Loxp *';* that 
the purpoſe of the divine grace in being 
given to them may be effectually anſwered 
in the everlaſting ſalvation of their ſouls; 

which 

1 Pfalm exix. 6. „Col. 1 10. 

m Rom. vi. 22. P 1 Cor. xv. 58, 

= 1 Cor vi. 20. FA 


Serm.3. Grace of Gop, @©c. 95 
which undoubtedly will be the happy iſſue 


to all thoſe who have ſo received the Grace 

of God as to be taught thereby in ſincerity 
of heart, to deny all ungodlineſs and 
B © worldly luſts, and to live righteouſly, 
cſoberly, and godly in this preſent world.“ 
Such may with much aſſurance, #© look 
for that bleſſed hope, the appearing of 
«ur great God and Saviour JE Sus CRHRISTH, 
ho will give unto them who wait for his 
coming in Well- doing, Glory and Honour 
and Immortality.“ 


. 7 Rom. ii. 10. 
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The Parable of the Sower. 


MAT Tr. XIII. 51. 


Tesus ſaith unto them, Have ye under- 
flood all theſe things? They ſay unto 
him, Yea, LORD. 


* 


SX%ZXHE word of Gop is written for 
T & the inſtruction of men, of all men 
V2 x2 in general, and of every man in 
particular; for it is the word of 

Life, that word, © that is able, being un- 
1 derſtood, to ſave the ſoul ©,” | 
We are all concerned, let our ignorance 
be ever ſo great in other matters, to under- 
ſtand the Scriptures z becauſe what the Lok o 
there ſpeaks, he ſpeaks to all; and the word 
ſpoken, is concerning our precious ſouls, 
even the everlaſting happineſs of them, 
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a James i, 21. 
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95 The Parable of the Srwer. Serm. 4. 


It undoubtedly becomes every one to take 
heed to the things which God in his word 
hath ſpoken, * leſt at any time he ſhould 
let them ſlip ** out of his mind, and ſo 
loſe the benefit and comfort of them. 
„Thy word have I hid within my heart, 
# that I ſhould not fin againſt thee*. Thy 
* word is a lamp unto my feet and a light 
* unto my path*. In Gop's word will 1 
rejoice; in the Lox p's word will I com- 
„fort me. Log D how I love thy law, 
* thy: word! all the day long is my ſtudy 
in it ; it is dearer, more precious, than 
3 thouſands of gold and ſilver '; for by that 
* 1s thy ſervant taught, and in keeping of 
it there is great reward. As her 
h ways are ways of pleaſantneſs, through 
„ this world, and all her n lead to ever- 
7 1 f peace 

The knowledge chat moſt men are earneſt 

to learn, is that of the world; but they take 
the wrong method, as they firſt get into the 
practicę, before they arrive at any Know- 
ledge - of it. We may know the world 


without being led captive by it, or buying 
K 7 | Our 


210199 


b Hebe fi? i: 


e Pſalm exh. /. 
e Pſalm exix. 11. f Pſalm exix. 72. 


a Pſalm exix. 105. Prov. { Pſalm xix. 11. 
vi. 23. h Prov, iii. 17. 


k a. 
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our knowledge of it too dear, at the ex- 


pence of , a1 ſeyere after repentance, or the 
loſs of our ſouls. 

The ſhorteſt and. ſafeſt method to know 
the world, is from Gop's word; in which 
we are firſt taught, that it lyeth in wick- 


edneſs ; and as ſuch, to take heed not 


to be of it, though we are in it. 

Man is an inquiſitive creature, inquiring 
after knowledge: Go in mercy condeſcends 
to teach us what a world uit is we live in; 
among an evil and adulterous genera- 
tion; that, reſting contented with the 
divine teſtimony, we may * eſcape the pol- 
* lutions of the world." 

I the world lyeth in wickedneſs, as un- 
doubtedly it does, what have. Chriſtians to 
do with it, any more than to breath the air, 


and uſe the food and raiment which are 
convenient and neceſſary, minding not the 


cuſtoms and faſhions of a;; wicked world, 
but the one thing needful; how to get 
lately through it, unto the City of their 
Gop. 

Aer our way to heaven lies 3 


1 „ 


110 „bio (il F 2 5 | of 
1 John v. 19. 

& Matt. xi. 30. Matt. 

xvi. 4. Luke xvi. 29. 


l Luke X. 42, Pſalm 
xxvii. 4. 
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100 The Parable of the Sommer. Serm. 4. 
of the faith and patience of thoſe that are 


* the heirs of the promiſe ;“ but our buſi- 
neſs is not in it, or with it; for Chrſtians 
are in a particular manner warned againſt 
minding earthly things; Set not your af. 
* fections on things of the earth, but on 


things above: For ye are dead, and your 


life is hid, laid up, with CHR ISH in Gop*";" 


that where he is, there ye may be alſo”. 


As the life or ſouls of believers are laid 
up with ChRISsrH, are committed to his care 


as the great Shepherd, he has given us every 
inſtruction that is neceſſary for the ſecuring 
to us that life and immortality which he 


» hath brought to light.” 
And that we may not reſt contented, as 


too many are apt to do, with the meer read- 
ing of them; in the text the Lox p Jesvs 


makes with the greateſt kindneſs an appli- 


cation to every particular, Have ye un- 
derſtood all theſe things? 


The things here ſpoken of, are thoſe dit- 


"ferent parables by which our Lord repre- 


ſents the kingdom of Gop; and by the 


' underſtanding of which, we may alſo know 


what effect chis kingdom of Gop has upon 
us; whether it is only in word, or in pow- 
> er:. 


= Heb. vi. 12—17, 1 * John xiv. 3. 
® Col, iii. 1, 2, 3. 
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„er: if it is in word only, woe be unto 
us; but if, according to the divine inten- 
tion, it be in power; that is, has been ef- 
fectual to the converting us unto the faith 
and practice of the Goſpel, and we abide 
therein; then happy are we, and happy 
ſhall we be for ever. 

The Ifraelites in the wilderneſs periſhed, 
not becauſe they had not the word delivered 
unto them, but becauſe they did not believe 
and practiſe it. The word was proclaimed 
to all; their ruin therefore was not * for 
lack of Knowledge“, but of Faith and 
Obedience; for the word preached did 
% not profit them, not being mixed with 
u faith in them that heard it.“ 

The Parable that begins this chapter, 
from whence the words of the text are 
taken, and which, I propoſe to open and 
apply, was ſpoken in the audience of a 
great multitude, and cloſed with an appli- 
cation to all; Who hath ears to hear, let 
him hear*,” Inſtructing thoſe that were 
preſent, that nothing was profitably heard, 
but what was inwardly digeſted, and ſo 

F 2 rooted 


P 1 Cor. iv. 20. Matt. xiii. 9. Matt. 
4 Hoſea iv. 6. xi. 15. 
r Heb. iv. 2. 
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rooted in the heart, as to bring forth fruit ch 
* with patience. “ fie 
Whenever we are called upon to hear the * 
word of Gov, or as often as we read it our- | 
ſelves, it would be highly uſeful to us to Pa 
remember the words of the Lonxp Jxsus; gr 
let theſe words fink into your ears: for 
af they do not, how can they be laid: up in th 
the heart, or have the end anſwered, in be- th 
ing a medicine to heat our (ſpiritual) licks ni 
* gneſs“ ? ee "1 
The word read, is the word of the living 
Gov, whether they be the Scriptures of the ot 
Old or New Teſtament ; and as ſuch, /are/ he 
to be attended to: and our Lox ydirets us les 
| to ſearch them, that we may find out the thy 
purport and meaning of them, as they re- de 


late to the method of our ſalvation; that 
we may be as ” wiſe ſcribes inſtructed unto 
the kingdom of heaven; ready to bring 
ot of the treaſure of our Hearts things 


7 
. 
| 
1 
4 
' 
. 
. 
1 


* gew and old ©." m. 
For this purpoſe of making us wiſe nic 
„ unto falvation” ,” Gon our Saviour was * 1 
pleaſed to leave upon record the parable be- m 
fore us; that we, applying the particulars Is 
' thereof 
t Luke viii. 15. x Matt. xiii 52. x 
u Luke ix. 44. Y 2 Tim. iii. 15. 


Palm cxlvii. 3. 
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thereof to ourſelves, might be truly ſatis- 
fied as to the preſent ſtate and condition of 
our ſouls, 

The parable contains three important 
particulars; the ſower, the ſeed, and the 
ground. 

The Sower is the Lok D ]zsus, who ſows 
the ſeed, either himſelf, or by his Miniſters ; 
the people © are his huſbandry *,”. the Mi- 
niſters his labourers, and are called * la» 
bourers together with him *.* 

The Seed is the word of Gop ; the word 
of the kingdom, that is, the Kingdom of 
heaven; the word that came from, and 
leads to heaven; namely, the revelation of 
the divine purpoſe concerning man's Re- 
demptian by his Son Jesvs CHRIST. 

This is the Seed which is to be fown ; and 
wherever it takes root and abides, it bring- 
4 eth forth fruit unto eternal life.“. 

Miniſters muſt not ſow ſeed of theit own, 
mult not deliver their own nations,” and opi- 
nions 3 but muſt go ta the law, and to the 
teſtimony *;” muſt deliver Gop's word 
muſt be very attentive that their preaching 
is according to it; for they are God's la- 

F 4 bourers, 


2 1 Cor. iii. 9, vi. 1. 
1 Cor. iii. 9. 2 Cor. b Ifaiah viii. 20. N 
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bourers, are employed by him, and for him, 
and to him they are accountable. 

As it is the duty of Miniſters to be care- 
ful that they do not * deceitfully handle the 
word of Gop ©,” but to open the purport 
and meaning of it; ſo it equally concerns 
every hearer to © try the Spirit, whether it 
be .of-Gop ; to try it, not by vain and 
falſe reaſonings, but by the word of God, 
as the alone rule of judging.of the moſt im- 
portant and intereſting truths, 

The great doctrine revealed in the Goſpel, 
and which we are. bound at the hazard of 
our ſouls to inculcate, is, that IEsus CyrIsT 
is the Lamb of Gop that taketh away the 
1 fins of the world ©; and that through him 
all that believe are juſtified from all things, 
from which they could not be juſtified by 
the law of Moſes ':* becauſe, in him Gop 
hath reconciled himſelf to the world; having 
forgiven all treſpaſſes; declaring, that 
there is none other name under heaven 
given among men whereby we can be 


| * ſaved, 

e 2 Cor, iv. 2. compared | Peter ii. 24. 
with 2 Cor. ii. 17. Acts xi. 38, 39. com- 
1 Theſs. ii. 3, 4. | pared with Luke xxiv. 


4 1 John iv. 1. compar- 47. 1 ohn ii. 12. 
| * with 1 Theßß. v. Tm, ini. 28, Heb, 
21. Rev. ii. 2. vii. 19. 
* John i. 29 compared 8 2 Cor. v. 19. 
with Iſaiah liii. 7. 1 | 
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» ſaved, but only the name of our Lord 
« Tesvs CHRIST, in whom by faith in his 
blood, we have redemption, even the for- 
„ giveneſs of our ſins.“ 

This is the Seed to be ſown; the funda- 
mental truth to be proclaimed, that * GOD 
„ hath ſo loved the world, that he gave 
his only begotten Son, that whoſoever be- 
” lieveth in him ſhould not periſh, but have 
everlaſting life.“ 

Whatſoever is not built upon this founda- 
tion, though it be the cloſeſt and moſt ſtrict 
morality, is as a houſe built upon the 
„ ſand, that when the rain deſcends, and 
the floods come, and the winds beat upon 
* it, it will fall, and great will be the fall of 
it ';* for © none other foundation can any 
man lay“ (to build the peace of his foul 
upon) * than that is laid, Jesvs CHRIST "* 
And I am ſure it becomes every builder to 
be very careful to have a good foundation ; 
and he that is wiſe will be ſure to build upon 
none other than what Gop hath laid. Be- 
hold, I lay in Sena chief corner ſtone, 
that is, Jesvs CnrirsT) elect, (choſen) pre- 


F.5  CLOUS,, 
> AQts iv. 12. 1 John iii. 16. 
| Ephes. i. 7. Matt. vii. 26. 


& John iii. 16. 1 John | ® 1 Cor. iii. 11. 
w. 9. compared with | 
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„ cjous: and whoſoever believeth, that is, 
Is built upon him, ſhall not be confound- bu 
ed, fhall per be aſname d“ car 
The Ground this ſeed is caſt upon, is re- pre 
preſented under the following particulars ; car 
1. The highway fide. aw. 
2. Stony ground. 
3. Thorny ground. | nat 
2 Rong, 1 5 itſe 
The Ground is the heart bf man, and as pre 
that is diſpoſed and qualified to receive the *c 
ſeed, the word of God, ſuch is the conſe- whi 
quent effect. | h 
Our Loxp expounds this parable; and Coy 
let us beg; of him that the expoſition may be 729 
applied to our hearts, as it conveys much f ol 
inſtruction. 18 
Though there were four forts of ground, th 
we find but one that brought forth fruit 1. 
to perfection g F 
We will take a view of each of them, : ſh 
that we may diſcern the cauſe of their being be 
unfruitful. W. 
A ſower went out to ſow, and when he dien 
„ fowed, fore feeds fell by the way fide, N 
* and the fowls came and devoured them Wa) 
is * is 
The WK. 
u Tfaiah xxviii. 16. Rom. * Luke viii, 14. f i 


ix. 33. 1 Peter ü. 6, | Matt. Xill, 30 
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The earth naturally brings forth weeds, 
but not corn; it requires much pains ant 
care, and much b. ere to fit it for che 


producing of grain; but after all poſſible 
care and expence, the ſeed is but throwtr 


away, if the ſoil is not good, not ſuitabſe. 
Such is the heart of man, of all men; it 
naturally is inclined to every evil, and of 
itſelf produces nothing but evil, till tis 
prepared by the Spirit of Grace, * to te- 
* ceive with meekneſs the ingraſted 7 * 
which is the incorruptible ſeec. 
Much of this good feed is but Hired 
away, All the day long have I ftretchedꝰ 
forth my hand unto a gainfayirig and dif- 
" obedient people. Turn ye, turn ye, 
Why will ye die? I have no pleaſure in 
the death of him that dieth, faith the" 


' Loxp God; turn ye therefott und Hives.” 


For though your fins are as ſcarlet, they 
* ſhall be made white as mow ; though they 
be red like crimſon, they nal be made 
White as wool' if Je be von and obe- 
dient. nw ee e. 
Much of this * ſeed has been throwh * 
away as yet, yourſelves being judges; upon” 
_ 

* James i. 21, s Ezek. XViii.' der 5 


r Rom x. 21. Tſaiah t Iſziah, 1 18, if 
Ixv. 2. 04 
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how few has it made any impreſſion ? Cor- 
rupt affections, and an evil heart of unbe- 
lief has devoured it up, made it ineffec- 
tual, as the conſequence ſhews, by many 
_ abiding yet in their ſins. If the heart was 
not like the highway, trodden hard thro! 
the deceitfulneſs of ſin”,” ſome effect 
muſt have been produced, ſome reformation 
Mult have been ſeen. 

Nothing is a clearer evidence of an Bigb- 
way-/ide.hearer, than a continuance in fin; 
it ſhews, that though the word of Gob may 
have been heard, that the wicked one hath 
caught away that which was ſown ;* other- 
wite ſome impreſſion would have been made, 
ſome change in practice would have been 
wrought, at leaſt for a time. The foul that 
is unreformed by hearing th: word of Gop; 
nig he that received ſeed by the way-ſide*,” 

If there are any ſuch here, upon whom 
the mercies of Gop offered in the Goſpel 
have no effect, but they ſtill © draw iniquity 
n with: the cords of vanity, and fin as it 
* were with a cart- rope; that deſpiſe the 

* patience and long-ſuffering of Gop ** that 


Wipe for their repentance, what will ye 
do 


Iſaiah v. 18. 
Rom. ii. 4. 


eb. 11. 12. 
» Heb, iii. 13. 
> Mak. xili. 19, 
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do in the end? What will become of you 
when you are called out of this world, and 
called upon. to give an account of your * 
ſouls? What will be your portion, when 
Go ariſeth to judgment, to © execute ven- 
 geance-upon all ungodlineſs and unrighte- 
2 ouſneſs of men? When, by a moſt juſt 
and . impartial ſentence, * the wicked are 
turned into hell, and all the people that 
forget Go? If the divine mercy, and 
the riches of his grace, which are offered 
to ſinners through the death and obedience 
of the Son of God, be rejected, aſſure your- 
ſelves the divine juſtice will be glorified. 

However ſinners may mock at fin, how- 
ever perverſly they may ſtrive againſt the 
awakening calls of Gop, and rejoice in the 
pleaſures of fin, let this ſaying ſink into 
their ears, The ax is now laid to the 
root of the trees; every tree therefore 
that bringeth not forth good fruit, is 
” hewn down, and caſt into the fire.“ 


The highway-ſide hearers, are thoſe that 


hear the word, but take no heed to it; 


They come before Gob as his people 


come, and ſit before him as his people 
45 fit, 


a Luke xii, 20. © Pſalm ix. 17. 
e Rom, i. 18. 4 Matt. iii. 10. 
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fit,“ but it is only for faſhion-ſake; as 
appears, becauſe they regard not what is 
delivered; for it comes in at one ear, and 
goes out at the other, leaving no AR 
open the mind. 

If our hearts are not prepared to receive 
the word of Gop, if our attention is not 
engaged to it, and if after having heard, it 
is not covered in the heart by prayer and 
meditation, whatever we may think of our- 
ſelves, we are but highway- ſide hearers. 

The Devil is the inveterate enemy of our 
ſouls, and labours to prevent our profiting 
under the means that God hath appointed 
for the fitting us up as veſſels for honour and 


immortality; and there are none that be- 


friend him more in his dreadful deſign than 
careleſs hearers, whoſe minds are employed 
about other matters, while they ought to be 
attentive only tothe things that belong 
to their everlaſting peace 

J have been long upon this point, out of 
tender regard to ſome of you, whom J am 
much afraid are very careleſs, both as to 
your own, as well as to the ſouls of your 
Children and Servants ; and by that ſhew 
what inattentive,.and therefore what unpro- 
fitable hearers ye are of Gop's word, 


I come 
© Ezek, xxxili. 31, Luke xix, 42. 
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I come how to corifider the ſecond fort 
of Ground the ſeed is'ſown upon; „ which is 
fem ground, or rather rocky; che ſtaple 
very allow, and under it a rock: in con- 
ſequence the ſeed ſow came up very quick, 
40 ſeerned to promiſe well, till the riling 
of the ſpring, when for want of depth of 
earth it withered away, and brought forth 
no fruit ?; * the ſeaſon of flouriſhing was 
to that a ſeaſon of ruin; the fun, which 
ripens and brings moſt things to perfection, 
ſcorched that up, becauſe it was ſown 
upon 2 rock, which prevented the good 
ſeed from being well rooted and grounded. 

Much ſeed chat ſeems to proſper ahd bid 
fair in the winter ſeaſon, that can endurethe 
trial of the froſt, withers away before the 
heat of the ſun, and mocks the Tiller's toil; 
a hot, dry ſeaſon is a trying ſeaſon, it not 
only tries the Cort, but tries the Huſband- 
man's faith and patience. And, I am fear- 
ful, if he takes a view of himſelf in fuch a 
ſeaſor}, diſcovers that he hath but very little, 
if any, of either, 

But let us view this Ground as it is the 
emblem of the hearts of ſome profeſſors of 
the Goſpel; indeed the whole parable is a 
true emblem of the heart, and was given 


5 43% Telinvi © 1548 | 38 
s Matt xili. 5, 
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as a glaſs to ſee ourſelves in, that we may 
not deceive ourſeſves with any falſe hopes, 
As the Lord I sus came into the world 
* on purpoſe to ſave ſinners“, his earneſt 
defire undoubtedly is to have his gracious 
deſign accompliſhed, in ſaving them from 
their fears and doubts, as well as from ever- 
laſting death z he would have them to rejoice 
in him always, and to © be of good cheer';" 
and for that end, hath in his word in gene- 


ral, and in this parable in particular, given 


particular marks and evidences by which all 
that profeſs his Goſpel may know them- 
ſelves, and the ſtate of their ſouls; and we 
ſhall do well to receive and conſider the 
parable in that view, and to apply and 
bring home to ourſelves every part of it; 


otherwiſe we can receive no inſtruction or 


profit from it. | 
He that hath ears to hear, let him 
„hear „ that is, apply our Loxp's expoſi- 
tion of every part of the parable to himſelf, 
He that received the ſeed into ſtony 
places, the ſame * is he that heareth the 
* word, and anon with joy receiveth it; yet 
hath 


„ D 1 Tim. i. 15. Matt. with 1 John iii. 5. 

\ ix. 13. Mark ii. 17. * Matt. ix. 2. Mark vi. 
Luke v. 32. Luke A. xvi. 33. 
Aix. 10, compared * Mane, adi 
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* hath he not root in himſelf, but dureth 
for a while; for when tribulation, or per- 
* ſecution ariſeth becauſe of the word, by 
„and by he is offended '.” 

Our LoxD here gives us a deſcription of 
thoſe who, upon the proclaiming of the Co- 
venant of Grace, are ſtirred up with an ap- 
parent earneſtneſs not only to hear, but 
ſeemingly to receive it, in the power and 
love of itz they have, for a time, all the 
outward marks of a ſincere repentance and 
lively faith, attended with ſome ſhew of 
fruit; they forſake their outward fins z and 
are ſpeaking of the wonderful things they 
have ſeen, and received, and ſo flouriſh for 
a ſeaſon in appearance, that one would be 
very apt to conclude, that they had root in 
themſelves, and were among the excellent 


ones of the earth ;“ while imaginary com- 


forts laſt, they ſtand; but a winter's: froſt, 
or a ſummer's heat, either blaſts or burns 
them up. 

While the way is ſmooth and eaſy, they 
think it is good for them to be in it; they 
run well, and have no doubt to obtain the; 
prize, while there is no impediment or trial; 
ſo long as the croſs is at a diſtance, they 
move on the way; but a day of trial is a 


- dread- 
= Pſalm xvi. 3. 


I» Matt xiii, 20. 
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dreadful ſeaſon to them; for when tribula. 
tion or perſecution, either from within or 
* without come, they are preſently offend. 
* ed,” and ſhew that they are but reprobate 
filver, that cannot ſtand or bear the teſt; 
” they ſtand not in the day of battle, but 
® ſtart alide like a broken bow. 

They are thus deſcribed in the word of 
God, with their dreadful end; Clouds they 
are without water, carried about of winds';" 
mak ing a great ſhew, promiſing much, but 
deceiving in the end. Trees whoſe fruit 
withereth,”* for want of root, without 
* fruitz” when the firſt decays, bearing no 
more; twice dead, plucked up by the 
roots z” in conſequence, like unto raging 
© waves of the ſea, foaming out their own 
» ſhame”,” by their evil and - pernicious 
Practices; © wandering ſtars, to whom is 
*: 'reſerved the blackneſs of / darkneſs for 
„ever.“ This is the deſcription, this is 
the end of thoſe, that in the parable are 
compared to ſtony ground; for having no 
root, no eſtabliſhment, every wind tears 
them up, every trial proves the ſtone is not 
taken out of the heart. & 


This 
* Pſalm lxxviii: 57, 


P Jude 12, 13. 
Jude 12. 
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. This is © written for our inſtruction ;* 
or Wind by it we may be taught to look, to take 
d. ¶ hed to ourſelves, that we do not only con- 
ite N naue to be hearers, but doers of the word 
t; alſo ;5 leſt by a falſe hope, we deceive, 
ut Nor reaſon our own ſouls into everlaſting ruin; 
to be careful that We have root in ourſelves,” 
of hat we by faith are vitally united unto: 
ty MCHzisT, who is our root; that we continue 
soo derive from, and depend upon him. The 
ut rant of this, is the dennen of ſtony- 
it MWeround hearers. 
a From what has been faid upon this head, 
10 ve may obſerve, that: there may be the. 
16 green blade of Profeſſion, where: there is 
g Lot the true: rot off Grace: hardneſs pre- 
n Wrails in the heart; and inwardly it is no 
more affected than à ſtone; aud. therefore” 
1s hen there is no inward! rooted: principle, 
r I there cannot be perſeverance unto the end; 
s they that have no root, can * endure but 
e for a while; for when afffiction or perſe - 
0 cution arifeth becauſe of the word” of 
ue ſoon offended, ſoon draw back. Lf! 
t After the word has been received with: 


oy, trials come to prove who have received 


it in ſincerity. 
; When 


James i. 22. compared r Matt. xiii. 21, 
wich Matt. vii. 21. 
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When the word of ChRIsr's Kingdom 
comes to be the word of Car1sT's patience; 
then is the trial who keeps it, and who do 
not; ſuch a time every Chriſtian muſt ex. 
pect, it is good to be prepared for it. 

When theſe times come, thoſe that have 
no root are ſoon offended ; they firſt quar. 
rel with the Goſpel, and then quit it; find 
fault with it, and then forſake it. 

The Croſs of CnhRISY is to ſome * a ſavour 
„ of life unto life, unto others a ſavour of 
death unto death. 

To thoſe that are offended at the Croſs, 
it proves their ruin; to thoſe that take it 
up, and bear it unto the end, it “ worketh 
* for them an eternal weight of glory, 
* while they look not at the things which 
u are ſeen, but at the things which are not 
« ſeen; for the things which are ſeen, are 
* but for a time; but the things which 
* (at preſent) are not ſeen, are eternal; 
they laſt for ever; for at Gop's right hand 
there are pleaſures for evermore *:* Gop 
help us to endure unto the end, that they 
may be our everlaſting inheritance, Amen. 


9 Cor. ii. 16. 2 Cor. iv. 17, 18, „ Pſalm xvi. 11 
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JEsus ſaith unto them, Have ye under 
flood all the things * They ſay unto 
him, Yea, LORD, | 


OD HEN I laſt ſpake from theſe 


Q W © words, I opened and applied that 


© part of the parable of the ſower, 
=D which repreſents many of the 
hearers of the word of Gop under the em- 

blems of the Bigbway: ide and ftony-ground. 
But before I ſpeak from the other parts 
of the parable z I muſt freely apply to every 
one in the words of the text, * Have ye 
” underſtood all theſe things? Have ye 
conſidered how far you are concerned in 
them? And have they had their proper and 
in- 


—— 
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intended effect upon you, in diſcovering, 
the ſtate and condition your Souls are in, 
according to the word of Gop ? For that 
only is duly underſtood, which ſo affect; 
as to be a means of reforming the heart, 

A Sermon is then profitable, when it is 
underſtood and applied; not when the ima- 
gination is pleaſed with elegant turns cf 
Apeech, but when the mind is enlightened, 
and turned from the power of Satan unto 
* GOD . 

Tou {6 far Have an underſtänding in the 
word of Gop, and no farther, than as you 
are turned from dark neſs to light,” from 
the darkneſs of fin and unbelief to the light, 
or that knowledge of Gop, revealed unto 
Jou through his Son Jzsus CHRIST, as re- 
coneiles you to an obedierice unto, and a 
dependence upon Gov. . 

However great our underſtanding. may 
"be, as to the letter; however Clear our view 

may be of. the truthis of the Golpel; its 
our dependence upon and obedience unto 
"Gov, that is undoubtedly implied, and 
meant i in the text; Have ye underſtood al 
755 theſe things? d What is know A e Without 
4 5 What is knowing J rs HRSTt to 
be the Saviour of finners* ? I we do not 
5 N actuilly 
: Acts xxvi. 18, 


7. 
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actually depend upon him as our Saviour, 
and that continually, not only to ſave us 


from the wrath due to ſin, as its: wages 
but from the power and dominion of ſinz 
being by faith in him made free from the 
guilt of and wrath due to ſin, © we become 
« Servants to Gop, and as ſuch have our 
fruit unto holineſss 

If therefore any think that they mend 
theſe things, and yet are under the domi- 
nion of fin, of any ſin, as yet they © know 
nothing as they ought to know *;* they 
underſtand not that Can came to fave 
them from their ſins“. 

Many are willing to eee? the eromilts 
and comforts of the Goſpel, that are averſe 
to the putting the neck in his yoke; many 
are very ready to receive, and own, and re- 
joice in him, as a Prieſt to make atone- 
ment and interceſſion for them, that de- 
ſpiſe him as their Teacher, and reject him 
as their King; they are willing to be faved, 
but not to be governed by him. 

Their lives and converſation teſtify that 


they do not underſtand what Cnnisr in his 


Goſpel teaches; Be ye holy, for L am 
$$ holy." 


Y Rom. vi. 22. | } | 4 Mau. l a. , 
6 I Tim, vi. 4+ ' 
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* holy*. Bleſſed are the pure in heart, for 
they ſhall ſee Goo. Cnar1sr, by his 
Spirit purifying the heart, confirms our 
hope of glory; © By this we know that he 
* dwelleth in us, and we in him; becauſe 
he hath given us of his Spirit. By this 
the children of Gop are manifeſt, and the 
children of the Devil: he that doth not 
# righteouſneſs, is not of God, neither he 
that loveth not his brother.“ If the 
principles of righteouſneſs and love are not 
rooted in your hearts, ſo as to abound, to 
ſpring up, bearing forth fruit in your out- 
ward lives, you may indeed be, and con- 
-tinue to be hearers of Gop's word, and make 
your boaſt of it, and pretend that you have 
much comfort and conſolation in it, but 
ſuch are not the children of Gop; for want: 
ing the outward teſtimony of juſtice and 
- mercy, proves evidently the want of the 
inward principle; and manifeſts, at belt, 
that ſuch are nothing more than ſtony: 
ground hearers, becauſe they are not purg: 
„ ed from an evil conſcience*®,” are not 
« ſanctified by Faith which is in Jzvs 
* CHRIST. | 
le I come 
2 1 Pet. i. 16. compared John iii. 24. 

with Lev. xi. 44. Lev. E 1 John mi. 10, 


xix. 2, Lev.xx.7,| Heb. x. 22. 
fx John iv. 43. 1} Acts Xxvi. 16. 
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I come now to conſider the third ſort of 
ground upon which the ſeed is ſown; 
„ ſome fell among thorns, and the thorns 
* ſprang up and choked it, and it brought 
no fruit to perfection * .” 

The want of fruit from the ſtony-ground 
was owing to want of root, in this to want 
of care. | 

Here the ſeed was rooted, neglect in 
weeding prevented the fruit coming to per- 
fection; the thorns and thiſtles ſprang up, 
and, through ſlothfulneſs, were ſuffered to 
grow and overtop the wheat, and deprive it 
of the benefit of both ſun and air, that the 
little fruit it produced never arrived to per- 
fection. 

The diligent Huſbandman knows that 
there is a ſeaſon to weed, as well as to ſow; 
and, that his expectation may not be balked 
at harveſt, he is as careful to do the latter 
as the former; is as attentive to cut down 
the thiſtles, in ſpring, as the wheat in har- 
veſt. N 

The earth is the mother of thiſtles; it 
naturally produces them; they are too deep- 
ly rooted in it to be wholly deſtroyed; the 
Huſbandman's buſineſs is to keep them 


* Matt. xiii, 7. Luke viii. 14. 
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down, to check their growth, that he may 
not be diſappointed of his hope. 

Our Lok p applies this alſo to the heart, 
the heart of man, which is as a cage full of 
unclean birds, full of every evil and hurt- 
ful temper : © The heart of man is deceit- 
ful above all things, and deſperately wick- 
* ed',” prone to evil; to the thoughts and 
deſires that are ſo. 

The earth is a fit emblem of it, which of 
itſelf brings forth briars and thorns, noxious 
and hurtful weeds, unleſs firſt cultivated 
and ſown with good ſeed; and even then, 
all the charge and pains would be but in vain, 
if there is not a diligent hand to pluck up 
theſe thorns and thiſtles as they riſe. 

A piece of unbroken fallow ground would 
afford a worldly man much matter for ſeri- 
ous reflection, if he would view it as an em- 
blem of himſelf. I have known a bad man 
by ſuch a reflection brought to a ſtate of 
ſerious Godlineſs; how ſtrong, how lively 
the deſcription. Barren to every thing really 

ood, - fruitful in every thing really bad; 
like the thiſtle's root ſtrikes deeper and deep- 
er in the earth, and the outward ſhew that 


he makes, like the thiſtle's flower, it * 
8 the 


1 Jer, vii. . 
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the eye and fancy of the weak and ignorant, 
but * its end is to be burnt.” 

But to conſider our LozD's expoſition of 
this part of the Parable ; © He alſo that re» 
* ceived ſeed among thorns, is he that hear- 
5 eth the word, and the cares of this world, 
and the deceitfulneſs of riches, choke the 
„ word, and he becometh unfruitful” ,* _ 

Theſe hearers had root, they underſtood 
the word which they had heard; but when 
it ſprang up, the thorns ſprang up with it 
and choked it ; there was fruit, but it was 
not in perfection. 

The thorns in the heart are the cares of 
this world, the deceitfulneſs of riches, and 
pleaſures, with the luſt or inordinate deſire 
of other things. 

Each of which we will conſider; for 
either, as well as all together, will prevent 
the word from being fruitful. 

Theſe, though they are in the heart, are 
not diſcovered at firſt; they lie hid in the 
heart as the ſeeds of weeds do in the filth; 
and being natural parent to them, they 


1 ſpring up with the good ſeed 1 and ſpoil 


ts fruit, by overtopping it. Evil tempers, if 
ſuffered to grow, ſoon put a ſtop to the 
work of Grace. 


6 2 Firſt 


= Matt xiii. 22, a Matt. xui, 26. 
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Firſt, the cares of this world will produce 
this bad effect. No man was ever ruined 
by a care after heaven; for heaven is the 
place we were made for; it is our country, 
our home; in it is our Father's houſe; this 
world is a road only that we are to paſs 
through; in it we are at moſt but paſſen- 
gers, and ſtrangers; it is therefore both pru- 
dent and ſafe to be careful about our home; 
to have our hearts and minds there. The 
people of the Jews, upon their return out of 
captivity, are repreſented as inquiring the 


way to Zion; their hearts were there, for 


to them it was the joy of the whole earth; 
and they would by no means run the hazard 
of loſing their way, by having their minds 
taken up with objects that might divert 
them from it, this would have ended poſſi- 
bly in diſappointment and ruin, as the other 
in a quiet and peaceable ſettlement. 

This is left undoubtedly for our ſpiritual 
inſtruction; to remind us what care is re- 
quiſite to attend tothe one thing need- 


„ ful”,* the getting ſafe to heaven; to. 


which the cares of this world are a direct 
enemy ; for they gradually, as their influence 
increaſes, choke all earneſt and ſerious de- 


fires after life and immortality ';* cares 
are 
* Pſalm xlviii. 2. Luke x. 42. * 2 Tim. i. 10. 
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are fitly compared to horns, for they came 
in with fin, and are a fruit of the curſe ; 
and in conſequence require much diligence 
and earneſtneſs to keep under. 

The word of Gop preſcribes the beſt an- 
tidote againſt its malignant influence, by 
directing us to caſt all our care upon him, 
becauſe he careth for us © Caſt thy burden 
upon the Lord": He that ſpared not his 
” own Son, but freely gave him up for us 
all, will he not with him alſo freely give 
us all things that pertain to this life; for 
he denies no good thing to them that lead 
® a godly life. 

The cares of this world ſhew two things 
that undoubtedly are great evils firſt, an at- 
tachment to this earth; © It is good for us 
to be here ;“ worldly men look upon 
Glory and Immortality as mean and deſpi- 
cable, in compariſon of the things of time, 
which by them are eſteemed as the one thing 
needful. This is the ſpring from whence 
the cares of this world flow; they expect 
happineſs from them, and therefore with ſo 
much anxious care purſue them ; their af- 
fection for © broken Ciſterns that can hold 

| G 3 1 no 
* Pſalm lv. 22, Matt. xvii, 4. Luke 


Pſalm viii. 32. IX. 33. 
| Pſalm Ixxxiv. 11, , 
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* no water”, draws them away from the 
fountain of living water; and in conſe- 
quence, it is impoſſible that any fruit ſhould 
be 1 c to perfection. 


"But ſecondly, The care of this world 


argues a diſtruſt of the divine Goodneſs, and 
Faithfulneſs, and Power; it brings the di- 
vine Veracity into queſtion, and is aſcribing 
to the creature the honour that is due only 
to the Creator; in fact, the care of this 
world is an overt act of treaſon and rebel- 
hon againſt Gop; it is a withdrawing our 
allegiance from him; it is a diſowning our 
dependence upon him, and manifeſting the 
blackeſt ingratitude for paſt mercies and 
favours. 

This in a dae of the Goſpel chokes 
the word of Grace; puts a ſtop. to the 
ſtrivings of the Spirit of Gop ; quenches 
its motions”, and cauſes him to depart ; the 
iſſue of which is, that though there may be 
the blade and ſtalk of Profeſſion ſtill left, 
yet wanting thoſe works that always accom- 
pany a ſtate of ſalvation, it becomes nothing 
better than fuel to the fire, becauſe i ir brings 
no fruit to perfection. | 
In concluding this point, I would remind 


every one * is ſeeking after the King- 
dom 


w Jer. i ii. 13. * Gen, vi. 3. J 1 Theſs, v. 19. 
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dom of Go, that worldly cares eat up that 
vigour of foul which ſhould be employed in 
the growth of Grace, and in the increaſe of 
divine knowledge ; for they divert us from, 
and diſtract us in our dugy; and at laſt 
bring upon the ſou! an irreparable loſs. 
They quench the ſparks of good affections, 
and burſt the cords of the beſt reſolutions. 

For experience ſhews this to be truth, 
that they that are ” careful and cumbered 
about many things, generally neglect the 
„ one thing needful. Ye cannot ſerve Gob 
„and Mammon':" if God is our malter, 
and as ſuch our hearts are with him, the 
world will ſit light upon us: What have 
„I todo any more with idols?“ 

But if our affections are earthly, the lan- 
guage that our actions ſpeak, is, that Gop 
ſhould depart from us; they proclaim 
that we know not the ways of the Lorp®,” 
but as the wicked, ſo have we forſaken 
them; and the end, if there is periſhing, 
muſt be, that we periſh for evermore. 
Dreadful to think of ! 

But dreadfu] as the thought is, it may 
be uſeful to remind us, that we take heed, 
whenever theſe cares ariſe, that we caſt 

Sx: them 


Luke x. 41. xvi. 13. 
* Matt, vi. 24. Luke | d Jer. v. 4. 
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them © upon the Loa p; who knows how 
and when to deliver his ſervants; and has 
pronounced a bleſſing upon all that tarry 
his leiſure, that put their truſt in the mul- 
titude of his mercies" .” 


But ſecondly, as the cares of this world, 
ſo alſo the deceitfulneſs of riches” choke 80 
the word as effectually as thorns and thiſtles 


do the wheat; and hinder the bringing forth by 

the fruits of the earth to perfection. ” 
This part of the Parable concerns thoſe * 

who have * taſted that the Lord is graci- 

„ ous*;” in whoſe hearts the good ſeed of * 

divine grace has not only been ſown, but has ; 

taken root alſo. | 
So long as Chriſtians are in the world, 

tough they ought not, yet they are ever = 

liable to be intangled with it; and none of 

its allurements are more apt to beguile than ns 


Riches; * theſe will I give thee, ſaith the * 
„ World, if thou wilt fall down and worſhip e. 
„ me'.” By theſe were Balaam and Judas 2 
ruined ; they loved the wages of unrigh- * 
* teouſneſs ; * and through the deceirful- G 


neſs of Riches they periſhed, 


It 
| < Pſalm lv.2. 1 Pet.v.7. f Matt. iv. 9. . 
4 Pſalm v. 7. 5 2 Pet. ii. 15. | 
® 2 Pet. ii. 3. 
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It is the Riches of this world that are de- 
ceitful ; they promiſe much, and thereby 
* beguile unſtable ſouls*® to an hungring 
after them, to the placing a truſt and con- 
fidence in them; and by a peculiar earneſt- 
neſs in the purſuit of them, ſay ing unto fine 
gold, Thou art my GOD. 

Thouſands are ruined by them, and 
through their deceitfulneſs, are daily influ- 
enced to deſpiſe the riches of Gop's grace 
and favour. | 2 

How many are kept from embracing, or 
turned away from the faith (and hope) of 
the Goſpel',” by an expectancy only of 
the Mammon of unrighteouſneſs ? 

It is no uncommon thing to hear men 
aſcribe that power to Riches, which is in 
Gop only: If I had ſo much, ſays one, I 
ſhould be happy; what ! can twenty, or an 
hundred, os a thouſand a year, make you 
happy? will this change the mind? will 
this create peace? will this deſtroy envy, or 
hatred ? or ſubdue the evil affections of the 
beart? will this fill thy ſoul with love to 
Gop and thy neighbour, without which 
thou canſt not be happy? will this quiet thy 

G 5 con- 

> 2 Pet. ii. 14. with Ephes. i. 7. 


i Iſaiah aliv. 175. i Philip. i. 27. 
Rom. ü. 4. compared! ® Luke xvi. 9. 
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conſcience? and give thee confidence and 
aflurance before Gov at that day when thou 
muſt behold lim? 
Can theſe © make thy bed in thy fick- 
* neſs"* eaſy? or preſerve thee from the 
Fever's burning, and the torturing pain of 
the Gout or Stone? will theſe diſarm the 
kft enemy, or make the approaches of death 
more welcome? No! as * ſleep to a labour- 
* ing man is ſweet,” ſo deith really is wel- 
come only to thoſe * who have the Lonp 
" fof their portion and inheritance, and find 
fuch an all- ſufficiency in him, that, as in 
heaven they have none but him, ſo upon 
” earth they deſire nothing in compariſon of 
* him? . 

They are called deceirfut Riches, not as 
they are the gift of Gop ; for as ſuch, they 
undoubtedly are good; if a man ule them 
„ lawfully ; but as a man looks to them 
for that | which they cannot give, and 
eſteems them as what they are _ his 
4 good. 

For it is not fo much Riches, as the de- 
fue of them, chat hurts; but they can 
never be faid to be deceitful to any, unleſs 
thofe that place a confidence in them ; and 

then 


» Plalm 2h. 3. . » Pals baun 25, 
* Palm cxliv.g. 1 Tim. i. 8. 
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then it is that they choke the good ſeed, and 
it bringeth no fruit to perfection. 

To ſum up this point; the great Shep- 
gerd of the ſheep,” gives this injunction 
to all his people; Take heed and beware 
” of Covetouſneſs as one of your greateſt 
enemies; keep out of the heart the defire of 
Riches, and you may be aſſured, that it will 
not by the deceitfulneſs of them be drawn 
from the hope of the Goſpel, © Wh af- 
” fords Life and Immortality.“ 

Beg for Grace to be content with fach 
things as you have; and if you' are poor, 
remember who was poor before you; and 
for what end he became poor, willingly be- 
came ſo, that you through * his poverty 
might be made rich ©” in the divine favour. 

Where plenty, either in a leſs or a greater 
degree, abounds; thay it remind the poſ- 
ſeſſors thereof, to whoſe bounty they att in- 
debted; and be a means of drawing thelr 
hearts more near to God by Je&vs Ciyttsr, 
whb is the way *;” may it make us more 
earneſt in our purſuit after true riches; 
that when we ſhall be as poor as thoſe that 
have nothing as to this world, we may be 
found rich in every good work that flows 
from 


b b 2 4 « N 
7 Heb. xi, 20. | t 2 Cor. viii. 9. 
* Luke xil, 15. 


» John xiv. 6. 
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from a lively faith in the Redeemer of ſin- 
ners, and partakers for ever of the © un- 
2. ſearchable Riches” which are treaſured 
up in CHRIST Jesvs for them who * die in 
the LoR D!. 


Thirdly, The pleaſures of this world, 
however unwilling men may be to ſee them 
in that view, are among the horns that 
choke the word, that it becometh unfruit- 
ful. 

By pleaſures are implied, thoſe Pomps 
and Vanities which men are ſo prone to 
diſſipate their time in; whether they be 
thoſe more refined pleaſures among the 
great, or thoſe which are adapted to the 
engaging of the common people. 
Whoever have their affections ſtrongly 
drawn to theſe, have but little reliſh for 
divine truths ; it may very eaſily be diſcern- 
ed what influence the good ſeed has, by the 
employment of your time; and yourſelves 
may know it, by the bent of your deſires; if 
they are drawn to CarisT, as altogether 


* lovely,” as him in whom your ſouls delight, 
and in whoſe ways you deſire to be found; 
attentive to his voice, and obedient to his 

com- 


* Ephes. iii. 8. * Rev. xiy. 13. 
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commands; diſpoſed to every good work, 
and ready to do his will from the heart; then 


there is a proſpect of fruit being in due time 
brought to perfection. 


But if your hearts are averſe to theſe; 
which may eaſily be diſcovered by a fond- 
neſs for diverſions and amuſements, for dreſs 
and trifles, and a conformity to the cuſtoms 
and manners of the world; then you may 
aſſure yourſelves that the love of pleaſure in 
your hearts hath made the good ſeed unfruit- 
ful. 

For want of attention to theſe, many 
expreſs a good hope of Salvation, whoſe 
hearts are ſo overrun with thorns, that the 
ſeed of Grace, if ever it was ſown, ſeems to 
be intirely choked. 

Let this remind you, that the love of 
Pleaſure and a growth in Grace cannot be in 
the ſame. heart; if the former is not kept 
down, the latter cannot grow; becauſe 
thoſe that are lovers of pleaſures, are dead 
” while they live”;* dead to all the vital 
power of Godlineſs ; being ſlaves to plea» 
ſure, they are free from Righteouſneſs * „* 
and therefore reprobates concerning the 
truth *.* 


Theſe 


1 Tim. v. 6. 22 Tim. il. 8, 
8 Rom. VL a0, iS, 


2. 
* 
» 
on 9 a 
_ 4 
0 L * 
2 * 8 
we © 
= 3 h l At; R 1 \ A 
l r Wl. N 
IN bu Fr"n q ye 22 4 


3 


134 The Parable of the Sower. Serin. g. 8 


Theſe are un welcome truths to the formal a 
profeſſor ; to thoſe who have ſome of the 
outlide of Religion left, but none of the t 


power; who are contented with an hour's y 

outward worſhip in a Week, but have not { 

u the Kingdom of Gov within them; who \ 

receive the word of Grace in at their ears, C 

but not into their hearts. x ( 
If from a particular application to your 


own hearts, you know the good feed is not 1 
choked in you, either * by the cares of the 15 
1 world, the deceitfulneſs of riches, or the 10 
pleaſures of this liſe; yet take heed to 0 
” 1 for the luſt or defire of o- ; 
ther things will as eltectoally” choke it as 0 
any of theſe. 77 
Every ungovernable defire is as * thorns, 10 
* which ſpringing up choke the word“ of 1 
Grace; a defire which in itſelf may be right, t 
and conſiſtent with Reaſon and Religion; 10 
if it is not under fubjection to the divine t 
will, greatly endangers the growth of the 1 
ſeed; and, if not ſubdued, will bring 1 

on unfruitfulneſs, and in the end ruin. | 
Where the good feed is ſown, there muſt Y 
be not orify watchfulneſs againft things 1 
outward, as Riches and Pleaſures ; but over c 

the very deſires of * heart, that they = 


d Luke xvii. 21. © Luke xvii. 3. Luke xxx1. 34. 
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all brought into captivity to the mind and 
# will of CrxrisT ©;” outward things are 
to be guarded againſt, but we want a double 
watch to be ſet over our thoughts and de- 
fires, that they be kept. Gop's glory is 
what we are ever to have in view; every 
deſire that does not tend to that, leads from 
Gop, and tends to ruin. 

The language of Grace is, The deſire 
„of my heart is to thy praiſe. Whether 
ye eat, or drink, or whatſoever ye do, 
* do all to the glory of Goo; which we 
certainly ſhall, if the word of Grace abounds 
in our hearts; for that will“ teach us to 
„deny all ungodlineſs and worldly luſts, 
„and to live righteouſly, foberly, and god- 
„ly in this preſent world, according to the 
” commandment of Gop our Saviour*,” 
that we may with boldneſs look for the 
® bleſſed hope, (which is built upon an 
hearty faith in the Redeemer) * the crown 
: of rejoicing, which the Lord Jesvs will 
„at the day of his appearing * place with 
his own hand upon the heads of all thoſe 
who are looking for the mercy of our 
„Lord Jzesus ChRIsT, and waiting for the 
coming of the day of Gop. 


* 2 Cor. x. 5. f Tit. ii. 12, 
© 1 Cor, x. 31. 5 Tit. i. 3. 
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MarTrT. XIII. 51. 


Jesus ſaith unto them, Have ye under- 
flood all theſe things? They ſay unto 
him, Yea, LoRD. 


MW N the two laſt diſcourſes on theſe 
words, I conſidered, and appli+ 
ed, the three firſt particulars in 

<= the Parable of the Sower; and 

as you are every one concerned in them, I 

hope, you have ſo received them that they 

may be profitable to your eternal welfare 
with that intention they were preached, and 

I ſhould be ſorry if either my /abour, or 

your hearing ſhould have been in vain“. 

It is a matter of no ſmall moment to 
weigh this parable in every one of the par- 
| ticulars ; 

2 Gal. iv. 11, Phil. ii. 16. 
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ticulars; becauſe they are deſcriptive of the 
ſtate of different men in this world, as to 
their ſubjection, or diſobedience unto the 
Goſpel of CHRIST. 

And it is of great importance, undoubt- 
edly, to every one of us, to acquaint our- 
ſelves with our own ſtate ; that, if it is at 
preſent according to either of the foregoing 
Emblems, we may be ſtirred up to eſcape 
that wrath, which will moſt certainly be 
the everlaſting portion df all thoſe that 
abide in, and die under thoſe characters. 


If men continually attend upon the ordi- | 


nances of Gop, and are not bettered by 
them, but ſtill go on in their rebellion a- 
gainſt him, by abiding in ſin, what can ſuch 
expect, but that Goy will be avenged on 
ſuch a people, as caſt his word behind their 
backs, aud hate to be reformed ? 

It is not our attendance upon, but our 
obedience unto Gov, that is required; it is 
not outward decency in the houſe of the 
Lonp that will avail, but repentance ; * for, 
except ye repent, ye ſhall all likewiſe 
* periſh*©.” Tf this is not the conſequence, 
attendance is but mockery ; bending the 
knee is no better than crying Hai), 
= Maſter ©!” while they betray him. 


> Matt. iii. 7. © Luke xiii. 3, Matt. xxvi. 49. 
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This is deeply to be conſidered ; becauſe 
a deceived heart engages many to believe, 
that a meer formal obſervance of the out- 
ward duty, in coming to Church, will be 
accepted as an act of religious ſervice to 
God, though the whole week be ſpent in 
the ſervice of fin. As the ſeventh day 1s 
a day of reſt from bodily labour, as well as 
from ſin; ſo every day, it is fit to obſerve, 
muſt be a Sabbath, that is a day of reſt from 
fin. To honour Gop with our attendance 
upon his own day, if not followed by a 
ſteadineſs in obedience to him the whole 
week, is diſhonouring him; by having the 
heart divided between Gop and Sin; than 
which nothing can be more provoking. 
There is but very little attention given to 
this, as appears by religious worſhip having 
dwindled into a meer formality, a lifeleſs 
round of outward duties, without any root- 
ed principle in the heart. 
To engage men to bethink themſelves, 
our Loa p was pleaſed to give this, and ſe- 
veral other Parables; which are as touch- 
ſtones, to try, not the outward form, but 
the inward affections; whether, by the power 
of the divine word, they are drawn to, and 
fixed upon Gop as the ſupreme good, or 
not, Our 
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Our Souls are highly valuable, vaſtly 
more ſo than our bodies; and yet leſs care 
is taken of them, than theſe; what pains 
and toil, what wearineſs and danger is un- 
dergone for the Body, which is but the te- 
nement, whilſt the immortal inhabitant, the 
Soul, lies wholly neglected, as a thing of 
no value ? | 

To excite us to an earneſt care for our 
ſouls, the divine teſtimony teaches us, that 
man ſhall not live by bread alone, but by 
* every word that proceedeth out of the 
mouth of Gop*;* it is the higheſt impro- 
- vidence to be careing only for that which 
muſt die, and rot; and to be negligent in 
our concern for that part of us which can 
never die, as moſt undoubtedly they are, 
who do not feed their ſouls with the word 
of Gov; and certainly they do not feed 
them, who when they have read or heard 
the word, do not with diligence apply it to 
themſelves ; food cannot nouriſh the body 
if it be not digeſted, no more can the word 
of Gop nouriſh our ſouls unto ſpiritual life, 
if it be not in the firſt place meditated upon, 
and in the ſecond practiſed*. 

It is equally abſurd to conclude, that the 

meer 


© Matt. iv. 4. Luke iv. Deut. viii. 3. 
4. compared with f Matt. vi. 25—34. 
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meer outward hearing of the word will pro- 
fit, as to ſuppoſe, that the beholding con- 
venient food with the eye only will nouriſh 
and ſupport the body, 

The underſtanding the ſcriptures, therefore, 
is the inwardly, namely, in the heart digeſt- 


ing them, by a ſerious and earneſt medita- 


tion; that they may be there laid up for the 
refreſhment and growth of the ſoul in 
Grace”, and in the knowledge of what will 
make for our everlaſting peace; as food 
is laid up in the ſtomach for the nouriſn- 
ment and ſupport of the body. 

It is not therefore the being acquainted 
with the letter of Scripture, as a ſcience, 
which is depoſited in the head, that is called 
underſtanding it, becauſe ſome of the moſt 
wicked men have a very great ſhare of this 
ſort of knowledge; but it is the underſtand- 
ing it in the heart; which is eaſily diſ- 
covered, even in thoſe that have no human 
learning, by the purity of their lives, by 
the ſincerity of their dealings, and that en- 
tire change that is wrought in them by 
their © being turned from darkneſs to light, 
and from the power of Satan unto Gop * .* 

For want of this underſtanding, which 
lies level to the meaneſt capacity, many of 


deep 


s 2 Pet. iii. 18. Acts xavi, 18. 
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deep knowledge become * vain in their 
„ imaginations ',” and receive the word as 
upon the highway-ſide; while others, 
upon whom it has made ſome impreſſion, 
have loſt the power and efficacy of it, ei- 
ther by an unſteadineſs under trials, or by 
the cares of the world, the deceitfulneſs of 
riches, the pleaſures of earth, or the luſts 
of other things ; which, by promiſing much 
of temporal good, have made the incor- 
ruptible ſeed unfruitful. 

That which moſt concerns you at pre- 
ſent, is to have a juſt ſenſe of the effect the 
word of Gop has had upon your hearts ; it 
it has been ineffectual, if it hath not wrought 
in you, at Jeaſt, a ſtedfaſt purpoſe of true 
repentance, and newneſs of life; which is 
always the firſt effect the words of Grace 
have where they take place; then you may 
aſſure yourſelves you are but highway - ſide 
hearers. 

But the underſtanding the word does not 
ſtop here; it carries the ſoul to a clear ſenſe 
of being reconciled to Gon through the 
death of his dear Son; and draws it from a 
truſt in any work, or name, but the name 
of the only begotten Son of Gop *,” in 
whom it believeth, and finds reſt, 


When 
* ſohn iii. 18. 
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When the word, through the divine 
Spirit, has this influence upon the heart, 
then comes the trying feaſon, which proves 
what ſort of ground the ſeed has been re- 
ceived into; if upon tony ground, though 
it at firft was received with joy, it ſoon diſ- 
covers a want of root, by its withering a- 
way, after a ſhort conflict; if upon horny, 
the temptations which ſpring from care, 
the love of riches or pleaſure, ſoon choke 
all confidence in the Redeemer, and all de- 
pendence upon an obedience unto Gop ; ſo 
that they either return with the dog to his 
” yomit',” or ſlide into a lifeleſs path of 
formality, keeping to the form, but deny: 
ing the power of godlineſs; of this ſort, 
I am fearful, are the greater part of thoſe 
who would be thought by the world to be 
good Chriſtians. 

To ſuch, ſelf-examination' is highly be- 
coming, that they may not in the iſſue be 
fruſtrated of the end of their hope, which 
they moſt certainly will, if the Grace of 


Gor be not in them, teaching them, that 


the effect and fruit of faith is not only a 
" denying all ungodlineſs and ' worldly de- 
* fires,” but a leading of them on in a real, 
ſober, righteous and godly life. An atten- 


tion 
4 Prov, xxvi. 11. 2 Pet. i. 22. 
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tion to this is highly requiſite, becauſe * not 
every one that ſaith, Loxp, Logp, ſhall 
enter into the kingdom of heaven; but 
thoſe only who ſo believe, as to evidence 
the reality of their faich by doing the will 
* of our Father who is in heaven“, by 
# ſerving the Lox p in truth with all our 
* hearts, from a ſenſe of the great things 
he hath done for us, in redeeming us by his 
Son JESsus CHRIST, 

By this effect of the word of Grace upon 
our hearts 1s the ſafety of our eternal ſtate 
to be determined; for“ not the hearers only, 
u but the (believers in, and) doers of the 
„ word are juſtified before Gop ;“ if of 
this © our hearts aſſure us, then may we have 
* confidence before or in the preſence of 
„ Gop”,” that as his children, “ if we faint 
„ not, we ſhall reap life everlaſting 4.” 

The fourth particular in the parable ; un- 
der the emblem of good ground, teaches us 
this; for he © that received ſeed into the 
good ground, is he that heareth the word, 
and underſtandeth it; which alſo beareth 
„ fruit, and bringeth forth, ſome thirty, 
„ ſome ſixty, and ſome an hundred fold.“ 


It 
m Matt. vii. 21. o Rom. ii. 13. 
* Joſhua xxii. 5. Joſh. P 1 John iii 19—21. 
xxiv. 14. 1 Sam. Xii. 1 Gal. vi. 8, 9. 
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It is not the hearing, but the underſtand- 
ing and bringing forth fruit, that denotes 


the good ground; there are many that hear, 


few that underſtand, and fewer that bring 
forth good fruit; there are many hearers, and 
yet few doers of the word ; many that may 
commend a Sermon, and but very few that 
ſhew forth their commendation by their go- 
ing away to practiſe it. 440 

Not thoſe that receive it with joy only, 


but thoſe who are brought under the power 
of the word of God, ſo as to be in obe- 


dience unto it, are thoſe that are approved. 

The want of this knowledge, makes ſo 
many unfruitful hearers. We will therefore 
conſider the peculiar properties of the good- 
ground hearers. 

Firſt, They hear; for“ faith cometh by 
hearing ; they give a ſerious attention 
to the word preached, without which it is 
impoſſible to believe. 

Secondly, They underſtand it; this is the 
effect of the former; hearing with attention 
is neceſſary for the underſtanding what is 
heard. 

By this attention to the preaching of the 
Goſpel, men, who would be otherwiſe igno- 
rant, are made acquainted with the intent 

H and 
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and purpoſe of it, that it is the proclaim- 
ing the good will and favour of Gop to poor 
loſt and ruined man, through the © one 
* mediator between Gop and man, the man 
* Jesuvs CHAIST '.“ 

The Goſpel ſhews man that his condition 
is truly miſerable, becauſe he is a ſinner ; 
a ſinner condemned by the law of Gop, 


which he has lived in the continual breach 


of, more or leſs; it acquaints man with this 
truth, to the end that he may lay hold of 
that full redemption which is procured by 
the Son of GoD in taking the human nature 
upon him, and giving himſelf as © a full, 
% perfect, and ſufficient ſacrifice, oblation, 
« and ſatisfaction for ſin';” the benefit of 
which is in the Goſpel offered to all; and 
will be given unto, and enjoyed by thoſe 
who accept of and truſt in the Author of it. 
By an attentive hearing of this Goſpel, 
many that have been a diſgrace to the human 
nature by their vile and profligate lives, are 
turned not only to be formal profeſſors ; but, 
by receiving the truth of the Goſpel in the 
wer and love of it, do adorn it with 

an outward holy life and converſation, 
For 


s 1 Tim. ll. 5. Office. 
x Prayer of conſecration. | % 2 Thelſs, ii. 10. 


in the Communion 
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For this end the Goſpel was given ; and 
whereever it is underſtood truly it has this 
effect, 

A love of ſin, and much ſelf-ſufficiency, 
prevent men from underſtanding the Goſpel; 
for the one, as well as the other, harden the 
heart, and encourage it to oppoſe the truth ; 
for none ever will embrace the Goſpel, till 
they are convinced both of the ſinfulneſs of 
fin, and their own ignorance and weakneſs. 

So long as men can take pleaſure in fin, 
and be employed in it, as an amuſement 
their underſtandings muſt be too much dark- 
ened to receive any light or knowledge from 
the Goſpel ; and ſelf-ſufficiency will have 
the ſame effect. 

For as thoſe that indulge in fin cannot 
bear to think of giving up their favourite 
vice, no mort can the other entertain a 
thought of depending upon any merit but 
their own for acceptance into the divine 
favour. So that both of them may be hear- 
ers, but neither of them can ever be truly 
underſtanders of the word, till the one is 
willing to part with his fins, and the other 
with his ſelf- confidence. 

When by the Goſpel repentance is preach- 
ed, the attentive; hearer is ſtirred up to an 


inquiry into his own conduct; and finds that 
„ he 


1 — — Mt — 4 
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* 


that is called upon to repent; by the word 
his own heart is diſcovered to him; he not 
only laments his outward ſins, but the prone- 
els. which he now diſcerns that there is in 
him to evil; he knows the truth of the di- 
vine teſtimony, which declares, that * the 
thoughts and imaginations of his heart 
(naturally) are only evil, and that conti- 
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4 he is the man, upon a review of himſelf, : 
4 


* nually”.* This as it engages an hatred of ' 
ſin, ſo it acquaints him with his own help- » 
Jeſſneſs to do any thing of himſelf that is , 
g really good. n 
f The neceſſity of repentance being under- q 
4 ſtood, it takes effect, by the breaking from 7 
4 outward fin, and by a godly jealouſy over 7 
the inward evil affections of the heart, that 0 


they may not prevail and regain their domi- 
nion; by this they ſnew that they have an 
underſtanding of the word Repentance, and 
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that it has been received into an honeſt and * 
ſincere heart. * 

But this does not eſtabliſh the Soul in 1 
peace; for though there is a ceaſing from 5 
the practice of evil; yet this does not make 


ſatisfaction for paſt ſins; which muſt un- 
doubtedly be done before the ſoul can dwell 
at caſe; flying from evil once done, ſhews 
Thr or! the 
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the | ſincerity of "repentance indeed, but 
makes no amends for the tranſgreſſion of, 


and diſobedience to the Law, which requires 
a continual conformity to it with the whole 
heart, and by an obedience of the whole 
life: Thou ſhalt fear the Lord only, and 
s ſerve him in truth, with thy whole heart, 
„all the days of thy life.“ | 
A ſenſe of this is ever in an honeſt heart; | 
and by it it is bumbled ; as it ſoon becomes | 
acquainted, that it hath no ſufficiency of. 
itſelf to © deliver its own ſoul,” from that 

wrath and death which is the wages of fin. 
When the gracious invitation of the Re- 
deemet is proclaimed, * Come unto me, all | 
ye that are weary and heavy laden, and I þ 
u will give you reſt“;“ and theſe words are ö 
not only heard but underſtood, they become 
a ſtrong cord to draw the humble contrite j 
ſpirit, not only; to run after, but to come ö 
unto CHRIST for the promiſed reſt; which 
it receives _ theſe or ſuch like words of | 
Grace, Be of good cheer, thy fins are | 
" forgiven thee ; for theſe being impreſſed ! 
by the divine Spirit upon the heart that is | 
honeſt and fincere, it is entertained with a 
H 3 Joy 
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Joy that no man Knows: but them that have 


it. N 2209 ; 
It now aentaddeii in this debit the 


riches of divine Grace; and is enabled to 
draw near unto the holy Gop through the 
one Mediator, as a Father of mercies, 
© and a Gov of all comfort *,” and gains an 
experimental underſtanding of the divine 
method of ſalvation ; that it is of Grace, 
not by any works of righteouſneſs which 
= we have done, but of his ee he layeth 
45 usb. $$ 

He now underſtands: hit: is implied by 
the Word of the Lon, Which reaches, 
that for this purpoſe the Son of Gop was 
„ manifeſted, that he might deſtroy the 
* works of the devil!“ The 0 1 
of which affords him- much conſolation; 
It is an encouragement for him to run with- 
cout being weary, and to walk without 
* being faint, in the way of Gop's com- 
* mandments zu by this conduct evidencing, 
that he has the third property of a good- 
ground hearer, "which" is, that it beareth 


fruit. 
| Every 

* 2 Cor. 1 3. - 2 Tim. i 9, 

Tit. ili. 5. compared © 1 John iii. 8. 

with Rom. ili. 20. 4 Iſaiah xl. 31, Pſalm 

Rom. ix. 12. Rom. 6 

xi. 6. Ephes. ii. 4-9. 
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* Every tree is known by its fruit, a cor- 
” rupt tree brings forth evil fruit, a good 
tree good fruit; therefore by their fruit 
„ye ſhall know them?.“ 

The outward life is the only method we 
have of judging of the ſoundneſs of the 
heart; if it is wicked, the heart is bad, un- 


reformed, unrenewed. ” He that doeth not 


* [xighteouſneſs is not of GO. To talk 
of being religious, and of having an under- 


ſtanding of the Goſpel, is a meer deceit; 


unleſs the outward life is in conformity to 
it: If any man among you ſeemeth to be 


religious, and bridleth not his tongue, 


but deceiveth his own heart, that man's 
* religion is vain -;“ it will never anſwer 


his purpoſe; for as it ſhews his hypocriſy, 


fo “ his end muſt be, that he periſh for 
4 ever. $5 
The good- ground hearer bears fruit; bears 
it —— —— his light ſhines in the face of 
men '; the goodneſs of the fruit manifeſts 
the ſoundneſs of the heart; © He cometh to 
the light, that his deeds may be. made 
* manifeſt that they are wrought in Gop' z 
he has an eye to all the commandments *, 
they 


* Matt. vii. 16—20, n Matt. v. 16. 
f 1 John iii. 10. i John iti. 27. 
5 James i. 26, + * Pſalmcxix.6, 
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® they are ever with him, as the rule of 


„ his life; by that are the true ſervants ef 
-* Gop taught”.” They are not only zealous 


of, and talk much about them, but by their 
lives teſtify that they are careful to main- 
* tain them ;“ being by the Grace of God 


diſpoſed for, they are in reality * fruitful in 


every good work, that they may not re- 
ceive that Grace in vain ; which certainly 
every one does, who wants * the fruit of the 
s Spirit, which is in all righteouſneſs and 
: goodneſs z every heart- believer is God's 
s workmanſhip, created in CuhRISsT IJESsVus 
unto good works, which Gon hath before 
* ordained,. that we ſhould walk in them. 

This walking is the teſt of a believer; by 
this, it may be eaſily diſcovered, in ſome 
meaſure at leaſt, whether his Faith be that 
* of Gop's elect or not. 

Thoſe who are the elect of om are 
* holy ; holy in all manner of converſa- 
„tion; and therefore beloved; though 
not accepted through any merit of their ho- 
lineſs. I love them that love me; and 


love 
. Pſalm cxix 98. f with Gal. v. 22. 
n Pſalm xix. 11. Ephes. ii. 10. 
n Tit. iü. 8. I. i. 5. 
o Col. i. 10. t Col. iii. 12. 
P 2 Car. vi. 1. 21 Peter i. 15. 
4 Ephes, v. g. compared! * Prov. vili. 12. 
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love is holineſs of heart; and productive of 
holineſs in life; Be ye holy, for I am 
„ holy. And all who truly receive, and 
believe in the name of the Son of Gon, 
will bring forth this © fruit with patience” .“ 

The very deſign of the Redeemer's ap- 
pearing among us, was to purity unto him- 
„ ſelf a peculiar people, zealous of good 
Works; a people that ſhould adorn his 
doctrine in all righteouſneſs and holineſs. 
And thoſe that have a right judgment, 
whoſe underſtandings.are inlightened by the 
Spirit of Grace, are ever exerciſed in the 
anſwering of his gracious purpoſe, by a di- 
ligent care to have their conſciences void 
* of offence towards God and towards men. 

This is the conſtant fruit that is brought 
forth by a good ground hearer, and is the 
effect of the divine promiſe to his people; 


Iwill put my law into their minds, and 


vill write it upon their hearts; and J will 
be unto them a, God, and they ſhall be un- 
to me a people: And I will cauſe them 
to walk in my ſtatutes, and to do all my 
judgments; that they may bring forth 
* ſame thirty, ſome ſixty, and ſome an hun- 
* dred fold.” 


The 
* 1 Peter i. 16. a Acts xxiv. 16. 
7 Luke viii. 15. d Jer. xxxi. 33. Erk. 
* Tit. ii. 14. XXVIL. 2. 
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The word bring forth, ſignifies, to gain 


by trading, as in St Luke, © Log, thy 
„pound hath gained ten pounds.” This 
teaches us, that the Grace of Gop, in what- 
ever heart it is, is to be uſed, not wrapt 
up in a napkin*®.” They only ſeem to 
have Grace, that do not employ it. Gop 
does not give it to be laid up, as covetous 
men do their money, but to be exerciſed; 
for the more it is uſed, the more it is in- 
creaſed; * The Lorp Lin increale it more 
* and more“. j 

Grace is like the river that ran through 
* the garden of Eden; it divided itſelf into 
* four ſtreams, and watered the whole earth.“ 
As Gop in mercy gives his Grace richly as 
well as freely, it is that it ſhould be freely 
uſed ; for he that watereth ſhall be water- 
ed himfelf*”, 


The ſpiritual Church is compared * to a 
* watered garden; and every member 
thereof to trees planted by the water- 
* courſes, which bring forth their fruit in 
its ſeafon®;"” miſſing no opportunity to 
do good Ntedfaſt they are, and immove- 
able in their employment, always abound- 
2 * 10g 
© Luke xix. 20. £ Iſaiahlviii 11. 
* Pſalm cxv. 14. d Pſalm i. 3. Jer. xvii 
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„ ing in the work of the Loxp;” which to 
them is an abiding teſtimony, that * their 
labour ſhall not be in vain in the Lorp'.” 

Whilft others are pleaſing themſelves in 
an indolent and ſlothful ſtate, and fo gradu- 
ally withdraw from both the Faith and Hope 
of the Goſpel; the good-ground hearers 
are as ſwift to practiſe as they are diligent to 
hear; view them in their daily walk, and 
that will teſtify that they have profitably 
heard, becauſe they are active in fulfilling 
the ſame; for being through the © Grace 
u which is in CyR1sT JEsus* made free from 
* ſin, they have their fruit unto holineſs',” 
perſevering therein unto the end; that their 
* ſouls may be ſaved in the day of the 
Lokp ; according to the promiſe of our 
LoRD and Saviour; He that endureth un- 
to the end, the ſame ſhall be ſaved :“ for 
he that ſhall come, will come, and will 
* not tarry; and behold, his reward is with 
him, to give untothem that are not weary 
* in well-doing, life everlaſting *:* not as 
the reward of debt, but of Grace; for 
eternal life is the gift of Gop through 
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„ Tesvs CuRISTH our Lok D. 

Have ye underſtood all theſe things? if 
not, what profit attends your hearing? to 
be not the wiſer, becauſe not the better for 
hearing the word, is a ſad preſage of evil 
to come. The Scripture is written for 
our inſtructionꝰ;“ by that are we taught 
the way that leadeth unto peace; therefore 
it becomes men to take heed what they hear; 
to hear it with application, as thoſe that are 
concerned, as _ that delire to be wiſe 
„ unto ſalvation ". 

Do you tee the difference between 
the good. ground, and other hearers? and in 
ſome meaſure, at leaſt, do you find in your- 
ſelves the properties of thoſe that are re- 
preſented under the emblem of good. ground: 
namely, that your Faith in the Son of Gop, 
„ worketh by love and obedience ;” if to 
this, with an honeſt and ſincere heart, you 
can anſwer, Yea Loxp! then happy are ye; 
and by a daily diligence in bringing forth the 
fruit of faith, ye will continue to be happy» 
till there is ” an entrance opened for you, 
1 (by death) into the everlaſting kingdom 
of our Gop * N our Jesus CHRIST.“ 
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